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First Sight is a 
model of psi and a 
theory of how psi 
works (Carpenter, 
2 0 0 4 ,  2 0 0 5 , 
2008).  It asserts 

that every person, 
and indeed every 
living organism, 
exists in ongoing, 
active commerce 
with an extended 
reality far beyond 
ordinary physical 
and perceptual 

boundaries.  We then employ this engage-
ment unconsciously at every moment as a part 
of the holistic process of construction that leads 
to all experience and action.  Other implicit 
processes such as subliminal perception and 
procedural memory are also known to contrib-
ute to the construction of experience and be-
havior (e.g., Bargh, 1989; Schacter, 1997) 
and psi processes are presumed to function 
similarly.  Since this psi-engagement permits 
access to information well before it could pos-
sibly impinge upon sensory perception, psi is 
not spoken of as second sight (something occa-
sional and derivative) but as first sight.  The 
essence of the First Sight model can be 
summed up in two basic premises: 

1.  It is in the basic nature of an or-
ganism that it participates actively, continu-
ously, and  unconsciously in an extended uni-
verse of meanings.  This universe of participa-
tion is far broader in time and space than the 
organism‟s immediate boundaries. 

2.  All experience and all behavior are 
constituted perpetually out of unconscious psy-
chological processes.  These processes are 
carried out purposefully on multiple sources of 
information including psi information.  

First Sight theory has been held up 
against large areas of our parapsychological 
literature and it can be seen to be consistent 
with what has been reported.  In some cases it 
is able to help resolve apparent contradictions 
among findings in domains as varied as the 
relationship between psi and memory, the 
importance of creativity and openness for psi 
expression, and the connection between psi 

and extraversion (Carpenter, 2005, 2008, in 
preparation).  It has also been used prospec-
tively in research on the formation of aesthetic 
judgments (Carpenter, 2009), in the uncon-
scious construction of spontaneous social activ-
ity (Carpenter, 2002), and in other con-

texts.  More work is underway. 
First Sight departs in several important 

ways from the assumptions about psi that have 
been implicitly dominant in our understanding 
for a long time.  Some of the changed as-
sumptions include:  

· Psi is not unusual or non-normal; it is a 
characteristic of all living organisms. 

· Psi is not rare; it is continuously ongoing 
for each organism. 

· Psi is not capricious or non-replicable; 
it is lawful in its functioning and quite accessi-
ble to our efforts to understand it better given 
appropriate methods 

· Psi is not an ability; it is a perpetually 
active aspect of our engagement with reality. 

This last departure in assumption is es-
pecially important, although it may seem 
rather subtle and not immediately easy to 
appreciate.  At least since J. B. Rhine and his 
colleagues founded a laboratory science of 
parapsychology, it has been understood that 
research was “about” a little family of rare 
abilities:  ESP, psychokinesis, precognition. 

This implicit assumption led to a certain 
way of thinking about the meaning of re-
search on psi.  From this point of view, a study 
is an attempt to call up and demonstrate a 
rare ability. Since the ability is rare, the stage 
must be set carefully to find it and evoke 
it.  Persons with the right ability (the “gifted 

subjects”) and the appropriate “psi-conducive” 
conditions must all be provided for the rare 
demonstration to occur.  Somewhat like those 
experiments in physics in which elaborate 
situations are provided to try to produce very 
rare and transient sub-atomic particles, the 
rare psi event is ardently courted but may still 
be fickle and withhold its presence.  Some 
researchers have gone so far as to personify 
these presumed qualities of psi, calling it a 
trickster or saying that it is innately elusive 
and non-replicable by its nature.  

Continued on p.3...  
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54th Annual Convention 
Curitiba, Brazil 

August 18-21, 2011 

Program Chair: Marios Kittenis, Ph.D. 

Local Host/Arrangements Chair:  Fábio Eduardo da Silva   

 
The Parapsychological Association (PA) will hold its 54th annual convention in Curitiba, Brazil on August, 
18-21 2011.  PA members, associates, and students from around the world will gather to present and 
discuss their latest research findings regarding psi (or „psychic‟) experiences such as extra-sensory per-
ception, psychokinesis, psychic healing and survival of bodily death. The convention, which is open to 
the public and academia alike, will offer a rare opportunity for attendees interested in that wide 
range of human functioning popularly known as the „psychic‟ or „paranormal‟ to hear the latest and 
most advanced scientific thinking about parapsychological topics. 
 
Fábio Eduardo da Silva, a doctoral student (with a psi research project) at Universidade de São Paulo 
under Dr Wellington Zangari, will be the Local Host and the Arrangements Chair of the PA convention. 
Research Fellow at Aston University, Dr Marios Kittenis, who did his PhD on distant brain correlations 
under the late Prof. Bob Morris at Edinburgh University, will be the Program Chair for the event.   The 
convention will be held in English, but simultaneous translation will be available for Portuguese-
speaking attendees.  Attention U.S. attendees: travel from the U.S. to Brazil requires a 
visa.  Information about travel requirements can be found at the Brazilian Consulate. 
 
In addition to holding the largest contingent of PA members outside of the US and Europe, Brazil con-
tains a rich diversity of groups and individuals that engage in a range of paranormal approaches to 
healing.   Curitiba, Brazil is a modern city that has attracted attention around the world for its innova-
tions in sustainability and urban planning.   Running alongside the PA convention, visitors to Curitiba 
may also attend UNIBEM‟s 7th Psi Meeting (see last year‟s details) and the 6th Journey into Altered 
States, which will provide attendees an opportunity to explore the experiential dimensions of Brazil's 
rich pro-paranormal culture.  
 
Additional details about the 2011 PA convention will be released at www.parapsych.org as they be-
come available. 

 

 

http://www.brasilemb.org/component/content/article/176-brazilian-consular-and-visa-services-in-the-us
http://www.unibem.br/cipe/17_edant.htm
http://www.parapsych.org/
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being asked to “show ESP or PK.”  They 
were simply responding to events viscerally, 
or trying to discern the patterns hidden in a 
situation, or developing a social encounter 
with a group of friends, or evaluating the 
attractiveness of something.  In other words, 
they were doing entirely ordinary things on 
entirely conscious and immediate grounds, 
so far as they knew.  But in the process of 
doing these things they were also implicitly 
expressing an ongoing engagement with 
reality that was unconscious and beyond 
their immediate sensory boundaries.  

No rare ability was coaxed and 

caught.  An ongoing implicit process was 
revealed.  The experimenters managed to 
design and control the situation in such a 
way that these ordinarily invisible elements 
of psychic participation in everyday ex-
perience could be exposed.  First Sight 
theory provides a way of thinking about 
the fact that psi is not an occasional ability 
but is instead an unconscious, ongoing en-
gagement with reality that constantly ex-
presses itself implicitly. 
     First Sight draws heavily upon contem-
porary work in mainstream psychology on 
unconscious or implicit mental processes.  It 
highlights the fact that psi, far from being 
extraordinary and anomalous, appears to 
function harmoniously with other processes 
that have been more deeply studied and 
accepted, such as suboptimal perception 
and procedural memory.  Integrative work 
with other disciplines will be fruitful.  First 
Sight is intended in part as a way of mak-
ing our efforts more accessible and inter-
esting to other cognitive scientists. 

It is also intended to shed light on 
just why obvious expressions of psi engage-
ment appear so rarely in everyday con-
sciousness.  This phenomenon itself can be 
understood as part of the greater lawful-
ness of psi.  Understanding this lawfulness 
should help us better construct ways to 

bring our psi engagements into conscious-
ness and use them when we wish to do 
that.  

Presumably psi is inherently uncon-
scious; if this is so, parapsychologists have 
been like the blind studying sight.  It is not 
surprising that our efforts have been induc-
tive and groping.  Still, we have accumu-
lated more knowledge than we might have 
thought, and this fact is clearer when seen 
through the lenses of theory.  We can bor-
row methods from other fields that are also 
studying unconscious mental processes.  This 
should help us find a more meaningful co-
herence in our phenomena and a congruent 
place in this larger arena of work. 

First Sight is primarily intended to 
help guide research toward our greater un-
derstanding of psi.  Our subject matter has 
been held to be rare, anomalous, unruly, and 
innately unpredictable.  None of these things 
may be true after all, and First Sight is one 
way of understanding it differently.  With the 
help of this developing theory, and other 
theories it may hopefully inspire, parapsy-
chology may find a program.  
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For First Sight, psi is not an ability.  In-
stead it is a universal characteristic of living 
organisms, a basic feature of their being-in-
the-world.  It is the fact that we are all uncon-
sciously and perpetually engaged in a uni-
verse of meaning that extends far beyond our 
physical boundaries in space and time.  It is 
not an ability, stronger in some than in others, 
called up sometimes and not other times.  It is 
always going on for all of us.  It is less like 
riding a bicycle or discriminating red from 
green, and more like being perpetually en-
gaged as physical bodies with the reality of 
gravity, or as social beings with an interper-

sonal world of others.  It is an unconscious and 
ubiquitous but still largely unmapped aspect 
of our nature. 

For First Sight, research is not under-
stood as an attempt to coax a rarely-used 
ability into action and measure it.  Instead, it 
is an effort to design situations in which the 
ongoing psi activity can be discerned in the 
context of everyday actions and experiences 
where it always is.  Research will not try to 
catch psi, it will try to reveal it. 

In fact, a shift in research perspective 
toward this point of view has been going on 
in parapsychology recently, although its full 
implications have not been spelled out.  The 
time is ripe for First Sight theory.  A new gen-
eration of studies has begun to demonstrate 
the unconscious expression of non-local infor-
mation and influence in the course of ordinary 
experiences and behaviors.  Consider these 
examples: 

Radin (1997, 2004) and others have 
shown that one‟s subtle electrodermal re-
sponses to emotional pictures include an ele-
ment that precedes the exposure to the picture 
alongside the larger, well-understood re-
sponses that follow it.  Carpenter (2002) has 
demonstrated that spontaneous social behav-
ior is a function not only of the unfolding 
stimulation that group members are providing 
for each other in the room, but also reflects 

the content of a distant ESP target being cho-
sen randomly by a computer in another city. 
Palmer (2006) has shown that in the course of 
efforts to discern subtle order in strings of 
numbers, people are showing an influence not 
only of the numbers that they are seeing, but 
also of the numbers that they will be seeing 
shortly.  Bem (2005) has shown that people 
who are expressing emotional evaluations of 
pictures are showing not only the influence of 
the picture facing them in the moment but are 
also affected by whether or not they will be 
exposed to that picture in the future.  

In each of these cases, the psychic fea-
ture of the experiment may have been men-
tioned to the participants but they were not 

First Sight (Continued) 
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and with active researchers situated in sev-
eral universities it has a growing research 
profile too. Much of that research resembles 
the kind of laboratory studies that are con-
ducted elsewhere in the world, but the Brazil-
ian approach is also augmented with investi-
gations conducted with some of the world‟s 
most extraordinary populations. This is made 
possible because Brazil is also unique in hav-
ing an extremely rich diversity of groups and 

individuals that engage in a range of para-
normal approaches to healing, be that medi-
umship, psychic surgery or shamanism and the 
use of vision inducing plants. A recent survey 
in Brazil by PA member Dr. Fátima Regina 
Machado of the Universidade de São Paulo 
reveals that 82.7% of respondents have had 

an ESP and/or PK experience.  

Plans are under way to bring some of that 
diversity to PA members next year because, 
running alongside the PA convention, the 6th 
Journey into Altered States will provide an 
opportunity for members to explore the ex-
periential dimensions of Brazil's rich pro-
paranormal culture. Planned activities include 
a visit to the local Santo Daime church, a syn-
cretic Christian shamanic organisation that 
uses the psychoactive jungle decoction called 
ayahuasca as its sacramental (one active 
ingredient of which was originally named 
telepthine when isolated). It's expected that 
participants will also be able to visit the Um-
banda church to witness the exotic confluence 
of European, African and indigenous Brazilian 
spiritual traditions, as locals spin into a state 
of trance possession and channel their guard-
ian spirits to heal and communicate with the 
congregation. Additionally there is likely to 
be an opportunity to visit local people living 
in the tradition of the Aty Guarani tribe and 
to partake of the wonderful music, singing 

and dancing that occurs round a fire that 

forms part of their sacred tobacco ceremony.  

Having already run six extremely successful 
parapsychology conferences in Brazil with the 
UNIBEM private university in Curitiba, Fábio 
Eduardo da Silva, who is a doctoral student 
(with a psi research project) at Universidade 
de São Paulo with Dr Wellington Zangari, will 
be both the Local Host and the Arrangements 
Chair for the coming event. Research Fellow 
at Aston University, Dr Marios Kittenis, who 
did his PhD on distant brain correlations under 
the late Prof. Bob Morris at Edinburgh Univer-
sity, will be the Programme Chair for the 
event. Executive Secretary at the PA, Annalisa 

Ventola will be the Business Manager, and 
alongside these three I will make up the 
fourth member of the Convention Commit-

tee and act as its Chair.  

I would like to invite all our members and 
affiliates to the convention in Brazil next 
year for what will be a really unique event, 
for which, after a truly magical convention 
in Paris this year where I witnessed several 
parapsychologists in their eighties whizzing 

round on a fairground ride laughing like 
eight-year olds, I think we need to do 
something completely different this time 
around. I would like to thank all the people 
who made the event in Paris such a great 
success, particularly Dr. Mario Varvoglis for 
his phenomenal contribution as Arrange-
ments Chair and as President of Institut 
Métapsychique International – the Local 
Host – as well as Dr. Nicola Holt who did a 
wonderful job as Programme Chair, An-
nalisa Ventola who unstintingly did all the 
other essentials as Business Manager along 
with the assured assistance of students 
Renaud Evrard and Louis Sagnières. Grati-
tude also goes to the too-many-to-mention 
reviewers that make up the Programme 
Committee, and to all our presenters and 
participants that made the convention what 
it was. Here‟s looking forward to the new 
renaissance, our continued growth as a 
field and an organisation, and to wider 

cultural horizons.  

Cosmically speaking, the universe is expand-
ing. Organisationally speaking, ours is too. 
When the Bulletin last went to press the num-
ber of members and affiliates had crept up 
to over 300 for the first time since 1984, and 
now figures have reached an all time peak 
with 320 members and affiliates in 36 coun-
tries. This new growth in the association does 
not merely reflect an opening up of the affili-
ate category, which has experienced consid-
erable growth, but is also due to an influx of 
members in all the other categories too, and 
includes some high profile members like the 
eminent biochemists Dr Rupert Sheldrake, in 
the UK, and Prof. Dr. Antonio Giuditta in Italy. 
Reflecting this continued bulging in brain-
power at the PA, our social network dimen-
sion has also now reached a new peak and 
finally mounted the millennium mark with 
1,140 Facebook followers. I recently gave a 
talk at Queen Mary University of London on 
“Parapsychology and the New Renaissance” 
as part of a launch for a new book by the 
Scientific and Medical Network, entitled “A 
New Renaissance: Transforming Science, Spirit 
and Society”, which has contributions from 

thinkers as diverse as Prof. Ervin Laszlo and 
HRH Prince of Wales. In it I discussed how this 
new era of expansion in parapsychology 
(and so the PA), I believe, is partly a symptom 
of the new paradigm thinking that is occurring 
in all areas of science and society, and long 

may it continue. 

The PA is also growing culturally too and next 
year, August 18th – 21st, will herald the first 
convention to be held in a country outside of 
Europe and the US, when the annual gather-
ing arrives in the charming city of Curitiba in 
Brazil. After the US, UK, Germany, Italy and 
France, our colleagues in Brazil form the larg-
est contingent of any one country in the PA, 

A Message from the President 

David Luke 

David Luke with Banquet speaker Paul Devereux 
and his wife, Charla at the Presidential Reception, 

Enclos Rey, Paris 

Paris convention attendees pedaling an antique 
merry-go-round in the Museum of Fairground 

Art at Les Pavillons des Bercy, site of the annual 
banquet dinner.  It was quite a fast ride! 
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From the Editor‟s Desk 

Etzel Cardeña 

Because of a creaky joint 
that needed replacement 
I was not able to attend 
the PA conference in 
Paris this time (ah, to miss 
the meeting in the most 
beautiful city in the 
world, sigh) so I cannot 

report on it...  

The good, cumulative work of a number 

of PA members is paying off in important 
ways. As Ian Stevenson wrote some years 
ago, it is very important that parapsycholo-
gists publish in non-specialized journals, and 
Caroline Watt and I, among others, have 
deplored the lack of more programmatic 
research in parapsychology, but here are 
three shining exceptions of what parapsychol-

ogy can achieve: 

1. A very important new ganzfeld meta-
analysis by Storm and collaborators that rec-
tifies a number of problems that the previous 
Milton and Wiseman had: Storm, L., Tressoldi, 
P. E., & Di Risio, L. (2010). Meta-analysis of 
free-response studies, 1992-2008: Assessing 
the noise reduction model in parapsychology. 
Psychological Bulletin, 136, 471-485. In a 
future issue of Mindfield we will have a sum-
mary by Lance Storm of his paper and the 
(predictable) response by Ray Hyman.  I was 
particularly interested in the results that tech-
niques of altering consciousness may be most 
relevant on possibly psi-prone individuals 
because our group in CERCAP has found that 
reported alterations in consciousness are sig-
nificant predictors of psi hitting, but only 
among high hypnotizables. We will be writing 

up these results in the near future. 

2. Daryl Bem has another great contribu-
tion to the field with his research on presenti-
ment and got it into one of the most prestig-
ious and influential journals in psychology: 
Bem, D.  J. (in press). Feeling the future: Ex-
perimental evidence for anomalous retroac-
tive influences on cognition and affect. Journal 

of Personality and Social Psychology. 

3. Finally, Emily Williams Kelly has also 
in press in the Journal of Nervous and Mental 
Disease a paper on her work on mediumship, 
providing careful evidence for anomalous 

information among selected mediums. 

And there is a new international internet 
too l  (Wor ld of  Parapsycho logy, 
www.thewop.org) with information on psi re-

search centers, events, and so on, created by 
Renaud Evrard and Nikos Koumartzis. Check 

it out! My congratulations to them all!     

 Congratulations also to past PA presi-
dent Caroline Watt, who got the Perrot-
Warwick scholarship to conduct research on 
precognitive dreams! I expect to have a re-
port by Rupert Sheldrake on his activities 
during his scholarship tenure in a future issue 

of Mindfield. 

Anomalistic psychology, including psi, is 
now part of a general competence exam in 
psychology in the British curriculum (AQA) and 
a PA former officer wrote the chapter on it: 
Roe, C.A. (2009a). Anomalistic psychology. In 
N. Holt & R. Lewis (Eds) A2 Psychology 2009 
AQA A Specification: The Student's Textbook 
(pp. 426-463). London: Crown House Publish-
ing.  As far as I know, this may be the first 
time that anomalous psychology is considered 
a basic curricular area anywhere in the 

world, but please correct me if I am wrong. 

Before I became a bionic man, I at-
tended a clinical parapsychology conference 
in Freiburg, funded by German and Dutch 
organizations: IGPP and HJBF. The event was 
organized into presentations by three 
“teams”:  Dutch-Swedish (although, since I was 
the Swedish representative it would be more 
precise to call it Mexican-American-Swedish 
or mongrel, for short), French, and German. I 
will not attempt to summarize all presentation 
but just mention some that stuck in my mind. In 
the first group, I was particularly impressed 
by the paper by Dr. Elpine de Boer, of the 
Institute for Religious Studies at the University 
of Leiden, on Being Open and Susceptible to 
Another Reality and Truth, in which she re-
viewed the literature and discussed her re-
search on the susceptibility to have anomalous 
and religious experiences, and their links to 
mental health, analyzing relevant mediating 
variables. Dr. Djohar Si Ahmed gave a pres-
entation on her course to “train telepathy,” 
although she acknowledged that a formal 
testing of her program has been lacking. 
There were also some papers on case studies 
of people presenting to clinicians with disturb-
ing putative psi experiences. In this area, the 
work of Martina Belz at the clinic of the IGPP 
in Freiburg on clinical parapsychology is of 
great importance to all therapists. My contri-
bution was about alterations of consciousness 
in various psychopathologies, about which I 
wrote a chapter in a forthcoming two-volume 

encyclopedia on altered states of con-
sciousness. I look forward to continuing 
work on the clinical aspects of anomalous 
phenomena and expect to have a couple 
of papers on the topic in a forthcoming 
issue of Mindfield. Also on this area, I am 
sorry to note the death of a psychiatrist 
who published on the intersection of psi 
and clinical phenomena, Berthold E. 

Schwartz. 

This number of Mindfield contains an 
overview of Jim Carpenter‟s important 
First Sight model of psi in which he seeks 
to integrate psi phenomena into a larger 
model of our engagement in the world. Of 
relevance is this quotation by C. D: 
Broad‟s (1949): “If paranormal cognition 
and paranormal causation are facts, then 
it is quite likely that they are not confined 
to those very rare occasions on which they 
either manifest themselves sporadically in 
a spectacular way, or to those very spe-
cial conditions in which their presence can 
be experimentally established. They may 
well be continually operating in the back-
ground of our normal lives.”I have been 
communicating on this issue with a very 
eminent cognitive psychologist, specifically 
on how psi functioning is concordant with 
what we know about preconscious proc-
esses, something also discussed some 
years ago by Norman F. Dixon. Professor 
Donald West honors us with an account of 
his long and prolific career studying para-
psychology, and Gerd Hövelmann contin-
ues his valuable bibliography of relevant 
work in non-specialized journals. The bul-
letin contains an account of a recent ex-
change between proponents and a critic 
of psi (Professor Wiseman, on which there 
is also a critical expose in the last issue of 

the JSPR). Finally,  the French-Greco-
American team of Mario Varvoglis and 
Renaud Evrard tell us how they are rein-
vigorating the Institut Métapsychique Inter-

national. S‟amuser! 

 As we were about to go to press 
the sad news came that Dr. David 
Fontana, who authored many books on 
parapsychology and related areas, just 
passed away. There will be an obituary 
for him in the next issue. In the meantime, 

my sympathies to his family and friends. 
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Alex Tsakiris is the host of a pod-
cast, Skeptiko: Science at the Tipping 
point that engages proponents and 
antagonists of paranormal claims. A 
recent debate presented biologist, 
author, and telepathy researcher, Dr. 
Rupert Sheldrake, in debate with 
parapsychology skeptic, Dr. Richard 
Wiseman, Professor of Psychology at 
the University of Herefordshire in the 
UK. This summary is drawn from the 

Skeptiko transcript. 

The debate covered a range of 
topics. Tsakiris stated later: "Dr. Wise-
man appeared eager to participate in 
collaborative research with parapsy-
chologists. He went to great lengths 
explaining why skeptics and psi pro-
ponents should team-up on experi-
ments of telepathy and other psi phe-
nomena. But during an email ex-
change following the debate, his 
stance took a radical change." That 
email exchange was incorporated into 
the podcast without permission, with 
an actor reading Wiseman's com-

ments. 

According to Tsakiris, who subse-
quently invited Dr. Roger Nelson, Dr. 
Dean Radin, and Dr. Sheldrake to 
participate in a skeptics/proponents 
research forum, Wiseman stonewalled 
these attempts. "They agreed, but 
Wiseman would not. He made various 
demands… and even balked at a 
mere one-hour initial dialog. I was 
stunned, especially since I offered to 
fund the research." Some commenta-
tors on the Skeptiko website dis-
agreed with this assessment. John Cal-
laghan noted: "[Wiseman] seems to be 
saying: let those interested on 'the 
other side' (TOS) come up with a pro-
posal for an area in which to work, 
with some initial ideas about what ex-
periments and protocols to employ, 
and then take it from there. That does-
n't sound like a deal breaker to me. 
It's a fair point that he might not want 
to be seen to be choosing the area for 
himself, but... instead: 'Hey, you choose 

the area and outline the proposals, 
and we'll take it from there.' If… he 
wants to impose conditions that would 
be unreasonable, then TOS could deal 
with it at that stage." Tsakiris replied: 
"The preconditions that Wiseman set 
were a slap-in-the-face designed to 
agitate these guys ('I'll look at your 
stupid research when you get you act 

together')." 

The discussion began with Wise-
man offering a defense for scientific 
skepticism toward psi phenomena, "In 
terms of my own research, some of it 
has looked at the notion that certain 
individuals possessing very strong psy-
chic abilities, the mediums and the 
psychics and so on, and I'm very, very 
skeptical about that data. I don't think 
it shows anything particularly remark-
able in terms of psychic ability going 
on. And then I've done a small amount 
of work, although other people have 
done a lot more, into the notion that 
psi is a more subtle signal. There, I'm 
fairly skeptical about the literature. I 
certainly wouldn't want to argue the 
case that psi definitely exists on the 

basis of that literature." 

But Sheldrake challenged the va-
lidity of relegating telepathy and 
other psi phenomena to the fringes of 
science. "Hume's argument against 
miracles was that miracles are ex-
tremely rare and it's more likely that 
people have been lying about them 
than that they actually happened. 
They so defy the common experience 
of humanity. Now, I think the argument 
is exactly reversed when it comes to 
phenomena like telepathy. They're not 
extremely rare… these things are 
very common. Hume's argument was 
that commonsense, the kind of common 
experience of the bulk of humanity, is 
what gives credence to something. So I 
think it's completely inappropriate to 
apply an argument against miracles to 
phenomena which happen on an eve-
ryday basis to large numbers of peo-

ple." 

The discussion moved to the institu-
tion of science itself. Wiseman was 
asked to defend his statement, "I 
agree that by the standards of any 
other area of science that [psi] is 
proven. That begs the question [sic] do 
we need higher standards of evidence 

when we study the paranormal?" 

In defense of this argument that 
"extraordinary claims require extraor-
dinary evidence," Wiseman stated, "I 
think that parapsychologists by not far 
from 100 years of research have 
failed to come up with that level of 
evidence. It's not to say they couldn't in 
the future, but to me there just hasn't 
been the level of progress that you 
would expect given the amount of 
work that's been put in… that strength 

of evidence simply isn't there." 

Sheldrake responded, " Again, I 
come back to the fact that what we're 
dealing with here is an ideological 
issue. I mean, what Richard calls main-
stream science and there's a kind of 
materialistic faith that many scientists 
have, at least in public. Many of them 
in private have telepathic experiences 
and have quite different views. Nev-
ertheless, he's right. There is a kind of 
materialistic ethos in science. I think 
that itself is something we need to 
question and look at because it leads 
to an extraordinary blindness. He said 
that if you said there's a car outside, 
you wouldn't need to look. If you said 
there's a spaceship, you would, be-
cause that's an incredible claim. So it's 
okay for cosmologists to claim there 
are entire universes out there, a whole 
lot of universes, not just one, but tril-
lions…. The reason that gets past the 
filters is it doesn't overturn a particular 
ideology. What's at stake is not sci-
ence itself but ideology. It's not as if 
science has a conclusive theory of con-
sciousness. Psi phenomena are related 
to consciousness in some way. No one 
knows quite how. But it's not as if es-
tablished science has a completely 
watertight, good theory of con-

An Anonymous Overview of a Recent Report in Skeptiko 
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ness… So I don't think it's true that it 
would involve a huge overturn of es-

tablished science." 

Wiseman observed: "If you could 
say, 'Here's an experiment which you 
can conduct and with a very good 
chance that you will capture psi in the 
lab,' and that allows you then to vary 
conditions and so on. That would be a 
huge step toward acceptance within 
the mainstream scientific community. 
That probably means just more peo-
ple doing that type of research and 
publishing on it. Without that, most 
scientists will look at it and go, 'My 
goodness, why should I bother trying 
to do these experiments when the 
parapsychologists themselves are 
telling me this stuff doesn't repli-

cate?'" 

Sheldrake agreed: "I'm in favor 
of replication, too... My experience is 
that skeptics explain away positive 
ones…Whenever I get experimental 
data, for example, in my telephone 
telepathy tests which seem to show a 
telepathic effect, the main reaction of 
skeptics is not to say, 'How fascinat-
ing. Let's try and replicate them.' One 
or two have reacted like that. The 
main reaction I get is, 'Oh, well the 
experiments must have been flawed.' 
People don't even feel they need to 
spell out the flaw in many cases. They 
just dismiss them as flawed if they're 

positive." 

Wiseman objected to repeated 
changes in experimental focus and 
method: "jumping from one ship to 
another. It used to be card guessing, 
dream telepathy, and there's Gan-
zfeld, there's remote viewing. The 
reason those jumps emote viewing. 
The reason those jumps have occurred 
is this stuff does not replicate." 
Tsakiris demurred: "Dean Radin and 
the IONS Institute feels that his pre-
sentiment experiment has been repli-
cated at least a dozen times by nu-
merous labs all over the world. I think 
the Global Consciousness Project has 

an enormous amount of data that's 
been analyzed and sliced and 
diced by many different people." 
Wiseman disagreed: "The problem 
is if you look at some of the other 
big databases, the RNG database 
for example, a huge amount of 
effort was put in by Freiburg to try 
and replicate that. No results 
straight across the board. So it was 
a complete disaster in terms of 
replication…. If we could all sit 
around the table and for something 
like the Ganzfeld which is very well 
understood in terms of methodol-
ogy, would be a very good one. 
We could all sit around the table, 
we get 10 studies, we're going to 
do it, and that's fine. I would add 
the caveat that having gone 
through that entire procedure, if it 
all turns out to be null, you can't 
jump ship to another paradigm." 
Sheldrake said, "I'm in favor of an 
agreed group of people prospec-

tively setting up replications." 

Pressed after the program to 
become involved with such a proc-
ess, Wiseman replied: "I think the 
first stage would be for the propo-
nents to come up with their 'best 
shot' --that is, the design which 
they, as a group, believe has the 
best chance of eliciting psi effects," 
and finally "i am running out of 
ways of saying no! Have a chat 
with them and see if they agree 

about the best paradigm." 

Alex Tsakiris commented: "I've 
re-contacted Sheldrake, Nelson 
and Radin. As I expected, they are 
open to a dialog about replicating 
their experiments, but they balked 
at the idea of setting preconditions 
before an initial dialog. As they 
pointed out to me, a real dialog 
about replicating psi experiments 
would have to include a discussion 
about the role skeptics (and you in 
particular) have played in past 
attempts to isolate psi phenomena 

through collaborative experimentation. 
And, the apparent double-standard 
between the level of controls you deem 
appropriate for your psi experiments 
(e.g., Twitter RV), versus the standards 
you demand  of psi proponents. I think 
our initial discussion has to be about 
establishing a level of trust among all 
parties. It's going to take a new level 
of openness and fairness among every-
one involved if we're going to design 
experiments with the best chance for 

success." 

The debate continued among com-
mentators on the Skeptiko website, with 
no consensus emerging. The suggested 
roundtable of psi advocates and psi 

critics has not eventuated. 
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A Parapsychology Career always reporting positive results. He was 
cautious and critical, with a modest atti-
tude to his contribution, and I still find it 
impossible to believe that his work was 
either fraudulent or incompetent. We 
carried out one experiment in which, un-
known to the participants, targets were 
set up alternately by Fisk and myself, 
producing dramatic differences in the 
resulting scoring. This experiment, rela-
tively crude by modern standards, was 
an early attempt to investigate the ex-
perimenter effect (West & Fisk, 1953). 

After working in London psychiatric 
hospitals, latterly on a unit dealing with 
forensic cases, I obtained in 1960 a post 
as psychiatric representative on the staff 
of the newly set up Institute of Criminol-
ogy at Cambridge University. The re-
mainder of my working life has been 
busy with research into the peculiarities 
of criminals and sex offenders and fol-
lowing the careers of young delinquents 
into middle age. However, I did manage 
to carry out one psychic project in 1990, 
a questionnaire survey of hallucinations 
(West, 1990), repeating the question 
from the SPR‟s 1890s„ Census of Halluci-
nations‟ and my own 1948 Mass Obser-
vation survey (West, 1948a). It emerged 
that there has been no decline in the pro-
portion of the population reporting such 
experiences, but no increase in the small 
proportion of cases in which paranormal 
content can be validated.  Although no 
longer an active researcher, I have been 
in a favoured position to follow the 
changes taking place in parapsychology 
over the past fifty years. In succession to 
George Owen, I became secretary to the 
Perrott Fund for psychical research, ad-
ministered by Trinity College, and am still 
on their team of managers, as well as 
being a member of the SPR‟s Grants 
Committee. This has meant studying hun-
dreds of research proposals and follow-
ing the outcomes or numerous research 
efforts. 

I have watched experimental para-
psychology transformed from simple card 
calling and dice throwing methods, suited 
to amateurs working at home, to comput-
erized and technically sophisticated re-
search by university based academics 
utilising sound-proofed rooms and elec-
tronic measuring instruments. In PK testing, 
electronic randomisers have replaced 
dice. In ganzfeld and remote viewing 
research complex targets have replaced 
Zener symbols. Automated computer pro-
grams have superseded human re-
cording. In addition to their vocalised 
impressions, participants‟ physiological 
reactions, presentient or otherwise, are 
now being monitored. 

 

A lonely only child, I became a voracious 
reader. While still a schoolboy, I was dipping 
into psychological texts and came across books 
on the paranormal. Impressed by the confident 
assertions of famous believers, like Conan 
Doyle and Oliver Lodge, I wanted to investi-
gate for myself and contacted the Society for 
Psychical Research in London.  While a medical 
student in Liverpool, I read their publications 
avidly and when possible made the journey 
south to attend their lectures. My enthusiasm 
was motivated by disillusionment with a tradi-
tional religious upbringing and a hope of find-
ing scientific justification for a comforting alter-
native system of belief that included the possi-
bility of personal survival of death.  This now 
seems sadly childish. 

Early attempts at investigation yielded 
dubious  re sul t s .   No conv inc i ng 
“messages” were received at spiritualist meet-
ings or sessions with individual  mediums. Te-
lepathy tests with cards as targets gave mar-
ginal results and confidence waned when one 
volunteer confessed to cheating. Self- test-
ing, by guessing  in advance  the  colours of 
stacked playing cards before turning them 
over, gave spectacular results, but these died 
away after an attempted  demonstration be-
fore a university tutor proved a humiliating 
failure. Self-deception now seems the likely 
explanation. Despite these personal disap-
pointments, reports of successful experimental 
ESP research by the Rhine group seemed to 
provide an approach that must surely lead to 
great discoveries. 

Completion of my medical studies coin-
cided with a vacancy in the post of SPR Re-
search Officer.  I applied and was appointed 
at the age of only twenty-two!  It must be con-
fessed that for some time before I had been 
moonlighting from the university to take part in 
SPR activities. At that time the Society occupied 
a large Georgian town house, a relic of more 
affluent days, and I was given a flat in the 
building, enabling me to devote much more 
than office hours to the job.  The work included 
investigating reports of spontaneous psychic 
experiences and organising ESP tests. I tried to 
obtain objective evidence for mediums‟ acquir-

ing information paranormally by having 
absent sitters contribute an object for psy-
chometrry, subsequently returning to them 
several of the medium‟s readings to see if 
they  could identify the one intended for 
them (West, 1949). 

This flurry of activity produced no 
positive results. Becoming frustrated by 
failure to secure evidence for anything 
paranormal, the SPR Journal featured a 
succession of negative reports, couched in 
less than tactful terms. Disparaging com-
ments on the unwillingness of physical me-
diums to agree to investigation using a 
recently acquired infra-red viewer (Anon., 
1948) and a long paper that I published in 
SPR Proceedings outlining the difficulty or 
obtaining proof of paranormality from 
reports of  spontaneous personal experi-
ences (1948b), reinforced a reputation for 
unsympathetic scepticism.  After some three 
years of seeming negativity, members of 
the SPR Council became dissatisfied and 
my employment was terminated. The break 
was gentlemanly arranged. I was ap-
pointed Honorary Research Officer and 
allowed to remain in the SPR flat until the 
lease on the building expired five years 
later and the Society was obliged to seek 
more modest quarters. Perhaps because 
two previous research officers had ended 
their terms of office in controversial circum-
stances, the SPR Council had prudently 
allowed me time off to attend a part-time 
hospital course in psychiatry so that, after 
a year of unemployment, I was able to 
move back into the medical world as a 
trainee psychiatrist. 

Up to this point the only really impres-
sive example of apparent paranormality 
that I had personally experienced was in 
1943, long before becoming Research 
Officer, when I took part in S.G. Soal‟s last 
successful session with his star telepathic 
subject Basil Shackleton. I did not know 
that, years later, he was to be exposed as 
a fraudulent experimenter. Still believing in 
the value of experimentation, I seized the 
chance to visit Rhine‟s Parapsychology 
Laboratory at Duke and meet up with 
prominent American parapsychologists, 
including Gertrude Schmeidler and Gard-
ner Murphy. Impressed by the thoroughness 
of the Duke research methods, even though 
no significant scoring was on display at the 
time, I returned with renewed enthusiasm 
and a phase of long- term rehabilitation 
into the SPR began, so much so that I was 
three times elected President and am still, 
sixty years later, a member of Council. 

During the next decade, while living 
and working in London, I had the opportu-
nity to conduct more experiments, teaming 
up with G. W. Fisk, a retired engineer, who 
was an experimenter with the Midas touch, 

Donald J. West 
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Henry Sidgwick, it is a scandal that the 
reality of feats of psychics on TV are 
not scientifically investigated, or that 
dramatic claims for psychic healing are 
not subjected to proper medical 
evaluations, or that the mysteri-
ous physiological processes underlying 
reports of exceptionally extreme hyp-
notic and placebo effects suggestive of 
paranormality are not more deter-
minedly pursued. It used to be said of 
criminologists charting statistical trends 
in crime that they would do better to 
see some criminals; it might also be 
more profitable if some laboratory 

parapsychologists were encouraged to 
direct their talents to investigating psy-
chic happenings in the world outside 
that attract public interest. 
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Notwithstanding the proliferation of tech-
niques and methodology, psi effects remain 
tantalisingly small and, if anything, ever more 
elusive. Strict replicability has not been 
achieved. Features once thought to be regu-
larities, such as the sheep-goat effect, the de-
cline effect, or the displacement effect, appear 
unpredictably or not at all. Psi effects often 
turn up unexpectedly under “control” condi-
tions. New methods for eliciting psi, such as 
confidence boosting techniques or the ganzfeld 
condition, work well initially, but less so as time 
passes. Specially gifted individuals producing 
reliable and massive psi effects seem to lose 
their powers after a time, and in any event 

have become vanishingly rare.  Participants‟ 
performances are apparently affected not 
only by their individual personality attributes, 
but are dependent upon often unconscious in-
teractions with the experimenter and the test 
situation. After twenty-five years of Princeton 
Engineering Anomalies Research, Jahn and 
Dunne (2008) admit that PK effects are so 
intimately bound up with subjective and chang-
ing mental states as to make conventional 
methods of investigation problematic. While 
there are more than enough well-
performed experiments yielding positive re-
sults to inspire confidence that psi effects do 
occur, their elusiveness, inconsistency and un-
predictability have precluded confident asser-
tion about the laws that govern their manifes-
tation or about the processes involved. Experi-
mentation has not so far produced the theoreti-
cal or practical benefits hoped for. 

As experimental techniques have prolifer-
ated, studies of life events have extended into 
long-neglected areas, notably near-death 
experiences, “reincarnation” memories, out-of-
body experiences, and paranormal healing. 
The prime concern for parapsychologists in all 
these cases is evidence for ESP or PK effects, 
such as awareness of surroundings while the 
brain has ceased functioning, perception of 
distant objects during OBEs, or inexplicable 
physical changes in the body during psychic 
healing. Psychologists and sociologists have a 

wider interest, namely how descriptions of such 
events are promoted and distorted by per-
sonal and cultural expectations and beliefs. 
Investigators have long recognised that the 
majority of naive reports of paranormality in 
these contexts are likely to be mistaken and 
that comparatively few can be satisfactorily 
substantiated. My own 1950s survey of a sam-
ple of Lourdes miracles is a case in point. How-
ever, the recent proliferation of  investigations 
into belief in the paranormal and its associa-
tion with fantasy-proneness, susceptibility to 
perceptual and memory distortions, and schizo-
typy, threatens to supersede testing of the 
reality of reports of apparent paranormality. 
It would be foolish to ignore the social contexts 

that allow faith healers, fortune tellers, 
astrologists, and new age cults to flourish, 
but it is damaging when belief in the 
generality of psychic claimants (who al-
most invariably fail to demonstrate their 
abilities if they agree to testing) is con-
fused with belief in claims that are actu-
ally supported by credible evidence. 

In my opinion psychical research is 
confronted by unresolved contradictions. 
The results of psi experiments are gener-
ally so tiny and inconsequential that the 
question arises whether they have any 
relevance to the PK phenomena reported 
at séances and at poltergeist outbursts or 

the paranormal cognition attributed to 
famous mediums. From the publications of 
some experimental parapsychologists 
and “anomaly” investigators one might 
suppose that the interests of traditional 
psychical researchers are mere vestiges 
of ancient superstitions. When in recent 
projects mediumistic readings have been 
obtained under conditions of sensory 
separation from the client and evaluated 
by blind judging methods, the statistical 
results have not reflected the expectation 
of massive information transfer, but, 
where positive, have been at a level 
comparable with that obtained in labo-
ratory experiments. 

The literature of psychical research 
includes some extremely well attested 
historic cases. The feats of Alexis Didier 
(Métheuse, 2003) and Stefan Ossowiecki 
(Barrington, et al., 2005), for example, 
had the support of numerous credible 
witnesses. Similar examples, recorded 
according to modern standards of in-
quiry, are sadly lacking, perhaps be-
cause interest in accumulating more cases 
that can be dismissed as anecdotes has 
dwindled, or perhaps because such 
events no longer take place under cir-
cumstances open to investigators. In the 
field of macroscopic PK, the futile at-
tempts of Tony Cornell and others to 

obtain photographic documentation of 
poltergeist phenomena, or the unavail-
ability today of anything comparable to 
the materialisation wonders so carefully 
reported by Schrenck-Notzing, suggest 
that either these events never really hap-
pened or that if they did, such miracles 
have ceased. 

 It would be easy to become 
defeatist and side with the ever-
increasing band of professional sceptics. 
For myself, I see the situation as demon-
strating the need to apply more rigour 
and more resources to the investigation 
of what is potentially available.  To par-
ody a thought expressed long ago by 



History 

Founded in 1919 by several scholars, including Nobel Prize winner Charles Richet (1850-1935), the 
Institut Métapsychique International (IMI) was from the outset recognized by the French administration 
as a foundation of public utility. Although French institutions had shown some prior interest vis-à-vis 
psychic phenomena, the IMI was the first to focus fully on psi research and pursue a program uncom-
promised by the constraints of academic psychology. Starting practically with the creation of the Insti-
tute, the IMI's journal, the Revue Métapsychique, remained the main French-language journal on para-

psychological research for over 60 years, 

The IMI came into the spotlight of European research early on with its research on the controversial 
topic of ectoplasms, under the direction of Dr. Gustave Geley (1919-1924). The following director, Dr. 
Eugene Osty (1924-1938), focused primarily on ESP but also introduced an innovative protocol to test 
PK with the medium Rudi Schneider. This research ended in 1931 because of cutbacks in funding. In-
deed, the IMI was funded by the spiritualist Jean Meyer who, despite his survivalist convictions, im-
posed no constraints on scientific psi research. However, at his death in 1931 a dispute over his legacy 

plunged the IMI into financial difficulties, which remain to this day. 

During the following decades, particularly noteworthy were the process-oriented telepathy studies by 
the chemical engineer René Warcollier (1881-1962); some time later, these were to constitute a 

source of inspiration for the Remote Viewing research program of the U.S. government. 

Besides these better known experimental initiatives, a number of researchers developed quite original 
tools and protocols for psi testing; however, little of this was published in international journals and 

few independent researchers have studied these approaches (let alone attempt to replicate them). 

From the late 1950s onwards, the IMI‟s research activities decreased significantly; instead, the Institute constituted a meeting point 
for several French scientists and theoreticians who introduced a more literary or conceptual approach. It should be added that during the 
same period, an aggressive form of skepticism took hold in France, and the origins of the IMI (originally funded by Meyer, a spiritualist) 
made it an easy target for pseudo-skeptics and the media, Nevertheless, the conferences of the Parapsychology Foundation in southern 

France did keep French researchers in touch with their international colleagues and kept parapsychology alive. 

Current activities 

Starting in 1998, with Dr. Mario Varvoglis as president, the IMI was completely reorganized, with a new board of directors and 
a more explicit educational and research orientation. This shift contributed to its return to the international parapsychological scene, par-
ticularly with the organization of several Euro-PA meetings (in 2003 and 2007) as well as the PA conventions in Paris in 2002 and 2010. 
A new committee of 25 honorary members (including 9 PA members) was constituted and a number of projects launched, some with the aid 

of European foundations (Bial and the IGPP). 

Today, the IMI remains the only institute of reference for scientific parapsychology in France. Lectures, workshops and seminars 
are given almost every month with French scholars or PA members. Its archives and library – unique in France – are now open to outside 
researchers, a fact that has stimulated some academic works around the history of parapsychology in France (Brower, 2005; Edelman, 

2006; Evrard, 2009; Lachapelle, 2005; Méheust, 1999). 

One of the most important recent advances has been the creation of the IMI student-group (GEIMI) in 2004, helping to fill the 
academic void with respect to psi and parapsychology. Initiated by IMI board member and psychiatrist Paul-Louis Rabeyron, the GEIMI 
has about 30 university students from all over France, coming from a wide range of disciplines. GEIMI members discuss parapsychological 
topics through an online forum and meet 3 times a year for more intensive exchanges and presentation of papers. Thanks to the GEIMI, 
some of these students have been able to introduce papers concerning parapsychological topics within their university departments, or 
have participated in the work of foreign research centers (such as PEAR, or the University of Edinburgh); others have been distinguished 

with international awards (the Eileen Garrett grant, the Gertrude Schmeidler award, etc.). 

Students are a major resource for the IMI's activities insofar as they contribute to tasks such as library and website management, 
the organization of conferences, and even experimental research. In 2007-2008 they also launched a new journal, the Bulletin Métapsychi-

que, with four issues per year. Although temporarily put aside, this may be undertaken once again in 2010. 

In January 2009, with the help of GEIMI students, the IMI published the Livre blanc de la parapsychologie, which gives an overview 

of psi research centers throughout the world. This work, which is now online, is in the process of being translated into English. 

Though never quite formalized, the IMI has always maintained a tradition of psychological assistance to individuals who report 
exceptional experiences. In recent years, given the strong presence of clinicians in the IMI‟s Board and amongst the GEIMI students, a con-
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sulting service was established for people reporting 

exceptional experiences. 

Finally, it is worth mentioning that, in parallel 
to the GEIMI, the Institut has now created an associa-
tion open to the general public (Les Amis de l’IMI, or A-
IMI). The A-IMI helps organize conferences and semi-
nars, handle the media, and generally assists the IMI to 
better interface with the general public, and allow the 

Institute to focus on its original objectives: psi research. 

  

Research 

In 2002, the foundation moved to new, larger 
headquarters that provided some space for experi-
mental work. Nevertheless, the lack of funding and of 
full-time trained experimenters has rendered progress 
in this area rather slow. Still, over the course of the 
past few years the IMI has undertaken a few research 
projects – one on hypnosis and ESP, and one on field-
like RNG effects – as well as pilot projects in themes 
such as lucid dreaming and ESP, intuitive archeology, 

bio-PK, and special-participants testing. 

In the hypnosis – ESP experiment, a hyp-
notized percipient sought to describe the contents 
of a randomly selected text, read by an agent in another room. Three blind judges tried to match the person‟s description with the text from a 

set containing the target and 3 decoys. The results, based on 31 sessions, were not significant (Si Ahmed, Laurent, & Varvoglis, 2006). 

The field-RNG project was partly inspired by the Global Consciousness Project (which the IMI is part of). The CinEgg project, as it 
was named, explored whether the outputs of a hidden RNG in a cinema would reflect the emotional changes induced by the film on viewers. 
Usable data were collected for repeated showings for 3 films (15 to 25 showings per film), and contrasted with control data of a distant 
RNG, sampled in a comparable manner. Unfortunately, results failed to confirm the presence of a fieldlike PK effect on the RNG (Varvoglis, 

2007). 

The IMI hosted the PA Convention of 2010. By this summer, it was working on several new experimental protocols underway, includ-

ing one testing for precognition in a ganzfeld-type environment, and one testing for micro-PK on a small robot. 
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“The data of psychical research are 
as challenging and momentous as ever. 
They demand attention and revived inves-
tigations using new techniques from many 
scientific disciplines. Paradoxically, it 
seems it might be that the physi-
cists…„objectivist-materialists‟…will be the 
ones to pry open psi’s secrets with the 
exciting developments of quantum the-
ory.  Yet this does not leave out the still 
pressing need for concomitant psychiatric-

paranormal research, since these studies 
involve people, emotions, rapport, behav-
ior, the unconscious with the trance and 
forms of dissociation, neurosciences and 

biology.” 

So stated Berthold E. Schwarz, M.D., 
who practiced psychiatry in Montclair, 
New Jersey (USA) for 25 years before 
moving his practice to Vero Beach, Florida 
in 1982, in a 2009 interview for The 
Searchlight, a quarterly publication of the 
Academy of Spirituality and Paranormal 
Studies. Schwarz, who had a life-long 
interest in paranormal research, died on 
September 16, 2010 in Vero Beach.  He 

was 85. 

In his 1968 book, A Psychiatrist Looks 
at ESP, Schwarz offered psychiatric case 
reports on the lives of three individuals, 
each with psychic ability. In the Introduc-
tion to the book, he stated that “the facts 
of psychical research are more urgently in 
need of serious study today than ever 

before.” 

Among his other books are The 
Jacques Romano Story, Psychic Nexus: Psy-
chic Phenomena in Psychiatry and Everyday 
Life, Parent-Child Telepathy, Miracles of 
Peter Sugleris, Psychiatric and Paranormal 
Aspects of Ufology, and UFO-

Dynamics  He co-authored several other 
books and more than 185 scholarly or 
scientific articles for various journals and 

publications. 

Born on October 24, 1924, Schwarz 
received his A.B. from Dartmouth College 
in 1945, an M.S. in psychiatry from the 
University of Minnesota, and did his medi-
cal training at   Dartmouth Medical School 
and Bellevue Medical Center, New York 
University. He was a long-time member of 
the Academy of Spirituality and Paranor-
mal Studies, a Fellow of the American 
Society for Psychical Research, a Fellow of 
the American Association for The Ad-

vancement of Science (AAAS), a Diplomate 
of the American Board of Psychiatry and 
Neurology, and a Distinguished Life Fellow 
of the American Psychiatric Association He 

was a veteran of the U.S. Navy. 

Schwarz became interested in para-
normal matters during his youth, and was 
further intrigued after meeting Henry 
Gross, the Maine dowser, during his intern-
ship.    “Then, during my fellowship in psy-
chiatry, I had contact with some psi gifted 

patients which made me more curious and 
led to further readings on the subject,” he 
explained. “Later, in private practice, I 
expanded the practical aspects of telepa-
thy in psychotherapy and embarked on the 

in-depth studies of gifted paragnosts.” 

His interest was further encouraged by 
Dr. Bartholemew Ruggieri, his neighbor, 
who co-authored a book on child-parent 
relationships with Schwarz. Schwarz‟s initial 
focus was on the nonagenarian-telepath-
genius Jacques Romano who could demon-
strate a variety of telepathic skills. “This led 
to an enhanced awareness of psi with my 
patients and also with my wife and two 
children, plus frequent telepathy with my 
parents,” Schwarz further explained.  “By 
making near ab initio records of the tele-
pathic exchanges between patients and 
myself largely in face-to-face psychother-
apy plus other circumstances, and becoming 
familiar with the extensive psychiatric lit-
erature on psi, and meeting some of the 
leading figures in those areas, I found my 
situation similar to the Hans Christian An-
dersen‟s fairy tale of the Emperor‟s New 
Suit of Clothes, that is, how could anyone in 
this field who cared to examine (and ex-
perience) the wealth of psi data possibly 
miss the boat? … the surprises, challenges, 
intrigues, and above all potentials for un-

derstanding!” 

On a field trip to Kentucky with 
dowser Henry Gross, Schwarz studied the 
ordeals by serpents, fire and strychnine in 
the Holiness people. He also came to know 
Joseph Dunninger, Arthur Ford, Gerard 
Croiset, and Kreskin.  “My practice was 
active and even though many of my refer-
ring physicians knew of my psi research, 
they continued to send me patients, some 
with remarkable psi aspects,” Schwarz 
said.  “At no time was I ridiculed, and to the 
contrary, when I had “Romano parties” or 
Dunninger visits to my home or office my 
physician-colleagues-attendees were most 

appreciative and to this day some who are 
still living ask about events of long ago and 
what subsequently happened. Indeed, the 
experiences at the „parties‟ might have 

changed their lives.” 

In recent years, Schwarz studied Joe A. 
Nuzum of Pennsylvania, whose phenomena 
included telekinesis, levitation, variegated 
matter through matter feats, and teleporta-
tion.  He also closely observed an illiterate 
Florida housewife who, when entranced, 

would write the quatrains of Nostradamus 
in its English translations with Greek, Latin, 
and French phrases, and would also materi-

alize gold foils from the pores of her body. 

“The future might have been delayed 
but it cannot be denied,” Schwarz said of 
the reluctance of mainstream science to 
investigate such phenomena.  “The medical-
practical applications of psi in the study of 
immune mechanisms and its role in causation 
(telesomatic), defense, „cure‟ - healing and 
or amelioration of diseases can be further 
explored. The medical sciences are 
equipped to investigate and analyze these 
cases. The influence of psi discoveries on 
philosophy is no less provocative than its 
implications for psychopathology, behavior, 
ethics, conscience development and pointing 

to new ways of studying mankind.” 

Obituary for Berthold E. Schwarz, M.D. (1924-2010) 

Michael E. Tymn 

Berthold E. Schwarz, M.D. (1924-2010) 
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Articles Relevant to Parapsychology in Journals of Various Fields (IV) 

Gerd H. Hövelmann  

Introduction 

This is the fourth installment of the Mindfield column that traces and documents references to publica-
tions of parapsychological relevance in the recent periodical literature of various fields. The rationale 
of this series and the selection criteria were explained in the initial part (see Mindfield, vol. 1, #1, 

2009, pp. 12-14). 

The 85 selected references below again illustrate the multidisciplinary potential of parapsychology. 
They cover a wide spectrum of fields, ranging from medicine to anthropology, from various speciali-
zations in psychology and neurophysiology to quantum physics, and from the historiography of litera-

ture, culture, religion and science to modern consumer research. 

One of the selected items, an article by Swedish science communication specialist Per-Anders Forstorp 
of the Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm, discusses the skeptical movement (see Forstorp, 
2005, below). The following is an excerpt from the article‟s abstract: “The mission of the worldwide 
movement of skepticism is to combat pseudo-science. The proponents use standardized scientific em-
pirical epistemology and methodology to counter the claims regarded as false. Debunking pseudo-
science has become a popular activity with great support both from the science community and public 
discourse. In this study, the Swedish branch of the skeptical movement is analyzed in terms of its epis-
temology, its methods of debunking and its policies for establishing clear boundaries between good 

and bad science. It is argued that pseudo-science is partly constructed in debunking narratives. These activities are critically analyzed 
in terms of their intolerance for differences and for its character of an emergency unit performing „epistemological cleansing‟ in the 

academic community.” 
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A tradition now in its 54th year, the annual meeting of the Para-
psychological Association is not just an event that presents the 
most advanced thinking on parapsychological topics, but a tradi-
tion that brings together an international community of friends 
and volunteers.  Having attended the last four PA conventions, 
three of which I served in an administrative capacity, I am con-
tinuously amazed and impressed by the resources, time and 
dedication that members of parapsychological community con-
tribute to this long tradition.  As the executive secretary and busi-
ness manager of the Parapsychological Association, it is my role 
to coordinate this network in bringing this unique event to a dif-

ferent part of the globe each year. 
  
The PA is guided by a board of directors, which is comprised of 
nine elected volunteers.  Convention planning begins up to two 

years in advance of 
the event as the 
board considers the 
convention location, 
as well as the appointment of a Program Chair and an Arrangements Chair.  Together 
with the President, Executive Secretary, and several student assistants, the appointed 
chairs form the Convention Committee.  Using a special forum set up at the PA‟s members-
only site (http://parapsych.clubexpress.com), members of the Convention Committee com-
municate throughout the year about a variety of convention details, from menus and room 
rentals to the selection of speakers and printing and distribution of the abstracts. 
  
Hosted by the Institut Métapsychique International (IMI), the 53rd annual PA convention in 
Paris, France drew 98 attendees from 16 different countries.  The event itself took place 
at the Enclos Rey, a convent located in the quiet, residential 15th sector, just a short dis-
tance from the Eiffel Tower.  It was so close in fact, that I could see the Eiffel Tower from 
my room in the convent!  As Arrangements Chair, Mario Varvoglis utilized his local connec-
tions and coordinated with IMI volunteers to offer convention attendees an economical stay 
in the heart of Paris.  The convent bordered a 6000 meter garden, which served as the 
location of the Presidential Reception as well as lunches and other social events.  Banquet 
attendees will never forget the fantastic evening spent in the Museum of Fairground Art at 
Les Pavillons des Bercy, where we were treated to a tour of the museum along with merry-
go-round rides and antique carnival games prior to an excellent buffet. 
  
The Program 
Chair of PA 
conventions is 
responsible 

for issuing the 
annual call 

for papers, distributing submissions among the Program 
Committee for peer review,  scheduling the events of the 
convention, and editing the Abstracts.  As Program Chair, 
Nicola Holt worked with a committee of 30 members, as 
well as over 30 authors/presenters that contributed their 
work for the event.  Additionally, Nicola worked with the 
student assistants and a videographer to facilitate the 
technical aspects of the convention.  In addition to her 
traditional duties as Program Chair, Nicola also partici-
pated in a panel on anomalous experiences and mental 
health, advancing the knowledge of how parapsycholo-
gists might continue to serve the populations that we study. 
  
 

The 53rd Annual PA Convention: Behind the Scenes in Paris 

Annalisa Ventola 

View from the rooms at the Enclos Rey 

Arrangements Chair Mario Varvoglis and Pro-

gram chair Nicola Holt at the Presidential Recep-

tion held at Enclos Rey 

Banquet held at Les Pavillons des Bercy 
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There were many other volunteers who assisted with the con-
vention behind the scenes.  PA Public Spokesperson Stephan A. 
Schwartz and consultant Loyd Auerbach volunteered their liter-
ary and media skills to help write press releases.  Our web-
master Jeremy Parnell managed this information online. Louis 
Sagnières translated our convention materials into French.  
Louis and Renaud Evrard were also my indispensable assistants 
in Paris as they organized the local printing of convention ma-
terials, helped run the registration table, functioned as transla-
tors when necessary and facilitated the transitions between 
events.  Volunteers from IMI helped with set-up and tear down, 
collecting meal tickets, and generally filled in when we needed 
help (such as hopping on the Metro to the other side of Paris to 
purchase a missing audio cable!). 

  
As a community of friends, I can‟t say enough about the 
warmth and fellowship that I experienced during my stay in 
Paris.  We‟re a small community stretched all over the globe, 
and for some, the PA convention is a yearly opportunity to see 
old friends.  As a relative newcomer to the field, each year I 
find myself making many new friends.  There were a few mo-

ments in Paris that I won‟t forget, such as sharing a dinner with a 
group of IMI students the night before the convention, being 
coached on how to order my meal in French, and the cheering 
that resulted when I did so successfully.  Generally, those of us 
who stayed at Enclos Rey sought each out each other‟s company 
to share meals together before and after the convention.  Aside 
from my breath-taking visit to the Louvre, eating in Paris was 
probably my favorite activity, and as long as convention atten-
dees were around, I had amazing company and good conversa-
tion to go with it. 
  
The Paris PA convention was served by almost as many volun-
teers as there were attendees, from the PA Board to the commit-
tees, to the presenters, to the local volunteers.  It is because of 
this volunteer network that I have come to view PA conventions as 
a reflection of the ideals held by this community.  The first of 
these is the value of rigorous scientific and scholarly inquiry, but 
from what I have witnessed over the last four conventions, those 
ideals could also include multiculturalism, open-mindedness, fel-
lowship, and a really good meal on Saturday night. 
  

As the PA‟s only (part-time) employee, I‟ve often asked myself “Who is 
the PA?”.  Specifically, who exactly do I work for? This is a dynamic and 

ever-evolving association.  I think our President David Luke put it well in 
Mindfield 2(1) while quoting Heraclitus to describe the PA, “you cannot 
step in the same river twice.”  Every year the PA is guided by a different 
board.  Every year we find a new place on the globe to hold a conven-
tion and recruit a new team of volunteers.  I find the answer to the „who‟ 
question by looking to those who step up and assume leadership roles in 
the PA when needed.  Sometimes those leaders are responsible for mak-
ing academic and intellectual decisions, and sometimes those leaders are 
also the people that haul boxes and stuff envelopes.  As we gear up for 
2011– 2012 Board elections, assemble our team for the 2011 conven-
tion in Brazil, and investigate East coast locations for the 2012 conven-
tion in North America, I look forward to learning who the PA will be next 
year and the year after that.  To all those who contributed to making the 
2010 Paris PA convention a success, it was a pleasure working for you. 

  

Student assistant Louis Sagnières running the carnival games at the  
Museum of Fairground Art, Les Pavillons des Bercy 

Executive Secretary Annalisa Ventola at the Louvre. 

 Board member Gerd Hövelmann, Friederike Schriever, Lefty Nelson and Board mem-

ber Roger Nelson enjoying a post-convention dinner and drinks at a nearby café. 
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