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I
n the context of reviewing a 
very biased and uncritical (of the 
authors’ own biases) textbook on 
critical thinking, I came across an 

illuminating study on our propensity 
to use quite different criteria for 
conclusions we dislike than those 
we like. This paper by Ditto and 
Lorenz (1992, and there are studies 
with similar conclusions before and 
after theirs) had two effects on me. 
The first one was the “of course” 
reaction, when I thought about so 
much of the uninformed and often 
even insulting criticism of some 
“skeptics” (and I make a distinction 
between people who reserve their 
judgment but still evaluate fairly 
new information and those who 
do not even read the pieces they 
criticize). The second reaction was 
that the paper also shows how being 
a good scientist and evaluating 
new data and speculation on 
their own merits goes against our 
cognitive and emotional limitations. 
How many people in any field 
really take pains to fairly evaluate 
reasonable criticism and alternative 
explanations?

Related to my first reaction, I read 
in the fascinating book by David 

Kaiser (2011) on the iconoclastic 
group of physicists known as the 
Fundamental Fysiks Group an 
egregious example of academic 
censorship redolent of the Index 
Librorum Prohibitorum. As cited 
in his book, an article by physicist 
Henry Stapp in which he theorized 
about data he had produced 
supportive of psi backward 
causation (Helmut Schmidt had 
given him the task) was accepted, 
but after accepting the contribution 
the Physical Review editor asked 
Stapp to confine his data to an 
appendix, although not even this 
cured the jitters of the editor who 
later on asked Stapp to remove his 
results and instead cite a published 
account by Schmidt. Six months 
after publication, the editor-in-
chief for the journal, Benjamin 
Bederson Sr., wrote a letter to 
Stapp “chastising Stapp’s work and 
regretting that the paper had ever 
been accepted” (p. 257), plus ça 
change, plus c’est la même chose. 

Incidentally, Stapp collected 
more data, which at that point 
was no longer supportive of 
psi. Lack of a real effect or a 
psychological defense against the 
persecution he was subjected to? 
We are left to ponder…

References 

Ditto, P. H., & Lopez, D. F. (1992). 
Motivated skepticism: Use of 
differential decision criteria 
for preferred and nonpreferred 
conclusions.  Journal of 
Personality and Social Psychology, 
63, 568-584. doi:10.1037/0022-
3514.63.4.568 

Kaiser, David (2011). How the 
hippies saved physics. Science, 
counterculture, and the quantum 
revival. New York, NY: Norton.

T
his issue of Mindfield 
is warmly dedicated 
to the extraordinary 
three generations of 

Garrett-Coly women and their 
long support of parapsychology 
through the Parapsychology 
Foundation. Although they 
would be deserving of a special 
issue any time, regrettably 
the immediate reason for 
this homage is the passing 
away of Eileen Coly. Carlos 
Alvarado and Nancy Zingrone 
offer a comprehensive 
semblance of Mrs. C and 
various other writers reflect 

From the
Editor’s Desk
| by EtzEl CaRDEña, 
CERCaP, lund University
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on her personality and her 
contributions to the field.

I am aware of two other people 
who died recently and wrote about 
psi phenomena. Jeffrey Mishlove 
has a tribute to Colin Wilson in 
this issue. Cleve Backster (1924-
2013) became widely known 
through a popularizing book of his 
research on the use of polygraphs 
with plants that was published 
in the International Journal 
of Parapsychology. His main 
contention was that the polygraph 
showed that plants manifested 
consciousness and even psi and 
reacted when another plant was 
damaged or even when Backster 
was thinking of doing so. His 
results were not replicated by other 
researchers and were discarded, 
but in the 2012 Toward a Science 
of Consciousness conference Ben 
Bendig presented a controlled 
study that supported Backster’s 
convention, so we might not have 
heard the last word on this…

I recently came across The Mind-
Reader by the second U. S. poet 
laureate, Richard Wilbur. The 
manufacture is, as is typical of 

him, elegant and precise, but what 
is germane to this audience is 
that it seems to be a depiction of 
someone like Eusapia Palladino, a 
seemingly gifted psychic who also 
cheated. David Mamet’s play The 
Shawl also centers on a similar 
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character. I do not know what 
Wilbur or Mamet actually think of 
psi, but here are more additions to 
the list of eminent people in other 
fields who have at least remarked 
on the possibility of psi phenomena, 
published in the previous issue of 
Mindfield (Cardeña, 2013 ; notice 
an erratum at the beginning of that 
article. It should have begun “This is 
an…” instead of “This is a…”):

L. Frank Baum (1856-1919), 
writer, attended various spiritist 
séances.

John S. Bell (1928-1990), 
physicist, worked for the European 
Council for Nuclear Research or 
CERN, wrote about keeping an 
open mind regarding psi.

Sir Arthur C. Clarke (1917-2008), 
fiction and science writer and 
inventor, discussed psi in his fact 
and fictional work, apparently 
becoming more skeptical with time.

Teilhard de Chardin (1881-1955), 
philosopher and palentologist, 
spoke of the possible 
development of psi abilities.

Michael Crichton (1942-2008), 
writer and physician, participated 
in remote viewing research. 

Sante de Sanctis (1862-
1935), doctor, psychologist, 
and psychiatrist, recounted 
ostensible psi phenomena.

Jacques Derrida (1930-2004) 
wrote an essay on telepathy, 
which he considered possible.

Philip K. Dick (1928-1982), writer, 
described various ostensible psi 
phenomena in his life. 

Mircea Eliade (1907-1986), 
Professor at the U. of Chicago, 
historian of religion and fiction 
writer, asserted the validity of 
some paranormal phenomena.

Gerald Feinberg (1933-
1992), physicist, worked 
at Columbia and Princeton 
Universities, sought to integrate 
parapsychology and physics. 

Maxim Gorky (1868-1936), writer, 
was convinced of the existence of 
telepathy.

Alec Guiness (1914-2000), 
actor, recounted an ostensible 
precognition in an interview.

Ernst Pascual Jordan (1902-
1980), Professor in physics, wrote 
on quantum mechanisms and psi.

Stanley Kubrick (1928-1999), 
film director, writer, etc., spoke 
in support of parapsychology in 
interviews. 

Henry Margenau (1901-1997), 
Higgins Professor of Physics at 
Yale and staff at Princeton and 
MIT, philosopher of science, wrote 
favorably about parapsychology.

Claiborne de Borda Pell (1918–
2009), six-term U.S. Senator, 
supported funding for psi. 

Gene Rodenberry (1921-1991), writer 
and Star Trek creator, discussed the 
possibility of psi phenomena.

Fro m  t h e
E d i t o r ’s  D e s k
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Ferdinand de Saussure (1857-1913), 
Swiss linguist and semiotician, 
attended séances of Hélène Smith 
(Catherine-Elise Müller) and 
analyzed her created languages.

Alvin Schwartz (1916-2011), 
fiction writer and essayist, 
discussed ostensible psi 
phenomena in his life.

Olaf Stapledon (1886-1950), 
writer and philosopher, 
recommended the scientific study 
of psi phenomena.

John R. Swanton (1873-1958), 
President of the American 
Anthropological Association 
and editor of American 
Anthropologist, strongly 
endorsed parapsychology.

Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. (1922-2007), 
writer, described ostensible psi 
phenomena in his life.

Evan Harris Walker (1935-2006), 
physicist and inventor, sought to 
give a quantum explanation of psi.

Eugene Wigner (1902-1995), 1963 
Nobel Prize in Physics, encouraged 
research on physics and psi.

I reiterate my request for the 
reader to let me know if I am 
inaccurate in any entries or 
missing someone in the last 150 
years who is now deceased.

1. Cardeña, E. (2013). Eminent 
authors from other areas. 
Mindfield, 5, 83-90.

Mindfield has received 
the following:

Cardeña, Etzel, Lynn, Steven 
J.,  & Krippner, Stan (Eds.). 
(2013). Variedades da experiência 
anômala: Análise de evidências 
científicas (Varieties of anomalous 
experience: Examining the 
scientific evidence). São Paulo, 
Brazil: Atheneu. A Brazilian 
translation of the first edition of 
Varieties of… with a new preface 
updating the first edition.

Dossey, Larry (2013). One mind: 
How our individual mind is part 
of a greater consciousness and 
why it matters. Carlsbad, CA: 
Hay House. A very readable 
summary of Dossey’s conclusions 
about the implications of psi 
phenomena, some anomalous 
experiences, and other 
phenomena such as savantism.

Irwin, Harvey J. (2013). Education 
in parapsychology. Student 
and instructor perspectives. 
Gladesville, Australia: 
AIPR Monograph No. 2. A 
comprehensive discussion for 
students and instructors on how 
to design and approach a course 
on parapsychology.

Krippner, Stanley, Rock, Adam 
J., Beischel, Julie, Friedman, 
Harris L., & Fracasso, Cheryl 
L. (Eds.) (2013). Advances in 

parapsychological research 
9. Jefferson, NC: McFarland. 
The latest in the classical 
series edited by Stan Krippner, 
with chapters on The Global 
Consciousness Project, dream 
ESP studies, and a more humane 
research methodology, among 
other valuable contributions.

Resources :

On “best evidence” for psi:

http://www.psy.unipd.
it/%7Etressold/cmssimple/
index.php?page=best-updated-
empirical-and-theoretical-
evidence

On research on the possibility 
of reincarnation:

http://jamesgmatlock.net/
resources/

On relevant digital libraries:

http://carlossalvarado.wordpress.
com/2013/10/27/our-psychic-
past-in-digital-libraries-iii-state-
library-of-victoria/ 

http://carlossalvarado.wordpress.
com/2013/12/23/our-psychic-
past-in-digital-libraries-iv-the-
standard-spiritualist-and-occult-
corpus/
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Eminent authors from others areas who researched and/or were supportive of the validity of psi phenomena during the last 150 years 

Remembering

Eileen Coly

| by CaRlos s. alvaRaDo 
and NaNCy l. ziNgRoNE, 
Rhine Research CenterI

t is with a sad heart that we 
write about Mrs. Eileen Coly, 
past president of the Parapsy-
chology Foundation (PF), who 

passed away on November 18, 
2013 after a long service to the 
field of parapsychology. We first 
met her during a Parapsychologi-
cal Association convention in the 
mid-1980s, and got to know her a 
little bit better in 1986 when we 
stopped off to visit the PF, were 
ushered into her office, basked 
under her meaningful smile and 
were both pleased and startled 
when she said “We’ve been wat-
ching you two.” But we really got 
to know her between 2000-2003 
when we worked for the PF in New 
York City. Many are the memories 
we have of her personality: She 
was charming but serious, a wo-

man with a biting and intelligent 
sense of humor and an enormous 
amount of spunk that not everyo-
ne in the field got to see.

Mrs. C, as we called her—alt-
hough others called her Babs—
was the daughter of Eileen J. 
Garrett , the first President of the 
PF and a well-known medium, pu-
blisher, and business person. After 
her mother’s death late in 1970, 
Mrs. C assumed the leadership of 
the PF. The PF’s board of trustees 
elected her President on March 6, 
1971. Along with her, working on 
financial and other aspects, was 
her husband Robert Coly, and her 
daughter Lisette Coly.

Aspects of Mrs. C’s life are 
described on a page on the PF’s 
website: “Born and educated in 
England, Mrs. Coly traveled ex-

tensively with Garrett . . .  wor-
king as her assistant. They were 
separated during World War II, 
during which Mrs. Coly remained 
in England, surviving the bombing 
of London. After the war, Mrs. Coly 
settled in the United States in 
1947 and worked for Creative Age 
Press and Tomorrow magazine, 
both founded by Garrett. During 
the early years of the Foundation, 
Mrs. Coly raised her own family 
and served on the Foundation’s 
Board of Trustees, coming back to 
work full time at the Foundation 
in 1966…” Another good source is 
Rosemarie Pilkington’s “Interview 
with Eileen Coly” (In R. Pilkington, 

(1916-2013)

http://www.pflyceum.org/40.html
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E
ileen Coly in U

trecht (photo taken by H
JB

F photographer).
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ed., Men and women of parapsy-
chology: Personal reflections. Jef-
ferson, NC: McFarland, 1987, pp. 
46-58; reprinted as ESPRIT: Men 
and women of parapsychology, 
Personal reflections, Volume 1 by 
Anomalist Books, 2010).

When people think of the con-
tributions the Parapsychology 
Foundation has made during its 
history—a topic discussed here 
—they tend to talk about Eileen 
Garrett. But almost everybody 
forgets that Mrs. C was President 
of the Foundation for more than 
twice as many years as Garrett 
served, and that she led the PF 
very effectively, continuing its 
well-known programs to support 
the field via grants, conferences, 
and publications. We both approa-
ched the Foundation early on in 
our careers with grant proposals. 
One of us (NLZ) was turned down 
(in the late 1970s) but the rejec-
tion letter cited the lack of an ad-
vanced degree as the reason, and 
was worded so kindly and so sen-
sibly that catalogs for master’s 
programs were shortly afterwards 
filling up her mailbox. The other of 
us (CSA), who approached the PF 
post-master’s degree (in 1983 or 
1984), netted a “yes” from Mrs. C.

She was a no nonsense person. 
Mrs. C had a straightforward ap-
proach to life and a talent, as we 
saw more than once, to just “cut 
through it” when a decision had 
to be made about PF affairs. At 
the same time she was not dog-
matic. She solicited and carefully 

considered opposing opinions 
and new ideas, and was not at 
all adverse to giving a fair chance 
to other ideas or to changing her 
own views. We saw this process 
many times when Mrs. C and her 
daughter Lisette discussed PF’s 
affairs in our presence, and when 
they invited us and other PF staff 
into the conversation. Mrs. C and 
Lisette were a hard-working mo-
ther and daughter team. Their 
collaboration impacted profoundly 
and positively on the work of the 
Foundation for many years.

Mrs. C’s practicality and sen-
se of action was everywhere in 
evidence on 9/11, that dreadful 
day of crisis just over a dozen 
years ago. While some of us were 
almost paralyzed with worry as 
the situation unfolded, Mrs. C had 
been in London during the Second 
World War. She lived through The 
Blitz, when Nazi bombers terro-
rized the city night after night, 
reducing much of the city to rubb-

Volume 6 
Issue 1

Born and educated 
in England, Mrs. Coly 
traveled extensively with 
Garrett . . .  working as 
her assistant. They were 
separated during World 
War II, during which 
Mrs. Coly remained in 
England, surviving the 
bombing of London [...]

R e m e m b e r i n g 
E i l e e n  C o l y  ( 1 9 1 6 - 2 0 1 3 )

9MindfieldVolume 6 Issue 1

http://www.parapsychology.org/dynamic/info/PFIJP122Alvarado.pdf
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le. She knew firsthand about the 
impact of such crises on a city, so 
it was Mrs. C who told us to stop 
watching the television and get to 
the grocery to make sure we had 
basic food and other supplies in 
case the island of Manhattan be-
came cut off from the rest of New 
York. Fortunately there was no 
shortage, but when she spurred us 
to action it was not obvious what 
would happen next, there was 
so much uncertainty all around 
us. Her first thought was to keep 
us together, make sure we had 
what was needed, and then stay 
alert to the events as they unfol-
ded around us. Having her calm, 
steady voice, her ability to make 

a plan and push us to carry it out 
made a great deal of difference to 
all of us that day.

Many were the workers in para-
psychology who benefited from her 
administration of the PF, particu-
larly in the form of grants. Some of 
the grants processed during Mrs. 
C’s time as President were besto-
wed on the who’s who of parapsy-
chology in modern times, many 
of them well before they became 
known. On Mrs. C’s watch, the 
Foundation—taken from the 1975 
annual report— gave grants to, 
among others, Heinz Berendt, C. T. 
K. Chari, Yvonne Duplessis, Charles 
Honorton, Robert Morris, Russell 
Targ and Harold Puthoff, and Char-
les T. Tart. The 1978 report listed 
John Beloff, James Carpenter, Irvin 
Child, John Palmer, William Roll, 
Rex Stanford, and Rhea White 
among the grantees.

Mrs. C’s work, sometimes invi-
sible, was geared towards sup-
porting the field in its scientific, 
scholarly, and educational en-
deavors, a task she accomplished 
well and with modesty. Her sense 
of modesty was illustrated by 
her minimal participation during 
the PF conferences. We recently 
checked the opening remarks she 
made at the various then-annual 
conferences and published in the 
conference proceedings. Her com-
ments were so often very brief, 
sometimes no more than three or 
four sentences. Even though she 
was the PF’s President she fre-
quently let Alan Angoff (and later 

Lisette Coly) open the conference. 
Although Mrs. C. stayed in the 
background both physically and 
verbally in many public moments, 
she was never in the background 
when it came to her commitment 
to and work for the furtherance of 
the PF’s goals. When we came to 
work on-site in New York, Mrs. C 
was already in her late eighties. 
She was less active then, but no 
less pivotal to the important deci-
sions, no less in charge. We were 
all grateful for her guidance, and 
loved that she often started her 
comments on Lisette’s plans or 
our suggestions with “Now, child-
ren …” There wasn’t ever a hint of 
a put-down in that phrase. It was 
just an affectionate reminder—
even though we were all heading 
into our 50s—that something 
important that grew out of her 
long experience with the field was 
about to be said.

Mrs. C was also very much 
committed to the PF’s interdis-
ciplinary approach. In her 1975 
Annual Report which was presen-
ted to the Board of Trustees on 
January of 1976, and published 
in the January-February 1976 
issue of the Parapsychology Re-
view, she wrote: “From its unique 
vantage point as an observer 
of the psychic scene and with 
its objective policy of encoura-
ging the work of students from 
all the branches of science, the 
Parapsychology Foundation has 
attracted and has been able to 
stimulate, during the past year, a 

R e m e m b e r i n g 
E i l e e n  C o l y  ( 1 9 1 6 - 2 0 1 3 )

T h e  B u l l e t i n  o f  t h e

P a ra p s y c h o l o g i ca l
A s s o c i a t i o n

Three generations, photo taken in 
the 1950s, Eileen J. Garrett, Eileen 
Coly and Lisette Coly.
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heterogeneous group of men and 
women traveling widely different 
routes to reach a common objec-
tive . . . A great band of workers, 
studying, probing, experimenting 
independently, sometimes with 
seemingly diametrically opposed 
methods, is approaching some of 
the strangest truths that science 
may yet pry from nature.”

Many conferences were held 
under Mrs. C.’s tenure as PF’s 
President. Among them were: Pa-
rapsychology Today: A Geographic 
View (1971, St. Paul de Vence, 
France), Parapsychology and the 
Sciences (1972, Amsterdam), Pa-
rapsychology and Anthropology 
(1973, London), Quantum Physics 
and Parapsychology (1974, Gene-
va), Education in Parapsychology 
(1975, San Francisco), Psi and 
States of Awareness (1977, Paris), 
Communication and Parapsycho-
logy (1979, Vancouver), Current 
Trends in Psi Research (1984, New 
Orleans), Parapsychology, Phi-
losophy and Religious Concepts 
(1985, Rome), Parapsychology and 
Human Nature (1986, Washington, 
D.C.), Spontaneous Psi, Depth 
Psychology, and Parapsychology 
(1987, Berkeley, CA), Psi and Cli-
nical Practice (1989, London), Wo-
men and Parapsychology (1991, 
Dublin), Parapsychology and Tha-
natology (1993, Boston), The Stu-
dy of Mediumship: Interdisciplinary 
Perspectives (2005, Charlottesvil-
le, Virginia), and Utrecht II: Char-
ting the Future of Parapsychology 
(2008, Utrecht). 

In addition to conference pro-
ceedings, publications under Mrs. 
C’s administration included most 
of the PF’s magazine Parapsycho-
logy Review, and additions to the 
Parapsychological Monographs 
series of the PF. Some examples 
of the latter were Experimental 
Studies of the Differential Effect 
in Life Setting, by P. Sailaja and 
K. Ramakrishna Rao (1973), Me-
thods and Models for Education in 
Parapsychology, by D. Scott Rogo 
(1973), The Application of Learning 
Theory to ESP Performance, by 
Charles Tart (1975), The Paranor-
mal Perception of Color, by Yvon-
ne Duplessis (1975), and Altered 
States of Consciousness and Psi: 
An Historical Survey and Research 
Prospectus, by Edward F. Kelly and 
Ralph G. Locke (1981, reprinted 
with a new introduction in 2010).

We both were very happy to see 
that Mrs. C’s  contributions were 
recognized in 2001 when the Para-
psychological Association’s gran-

ted her their Outstanding Career 
Award. Such a wonderful moment!

Eileen Coly’s contributions to 
the advancement of parapsycho-
logy are undeniable and of a ma-
gnitude that our brief comments 
cannot possibly acknowledge 
properly. Those of us who met her 
and knew her will also remember, 
and always miss, her insightful, 
witty, and charming personality. 
Her presence enriched our lives 
and will not be forgotten.

A fter the dizzying experi-
ence I had at the Summer 
Institute of the FRNM 

(currently the Rhine Research 
Institute) as a doctoral student, 
I got an Eileen Garrett Scholar-
ship Fund from the Parapsy-
chology Foundation to conduct 
research on spirit possession 
in Haiti, a topic on which I have 
continued to work throughout 
the years. Back then I had not 
met personally the “Coly girls” 
(as I affectionately have called 
them during the last number 
of years), but when I did I was 
mantled not only by their pro-
verbial generosity (I am proud 
to be the first recipient of the 
Eileen Coly Grant for Research), 
but also by their warmth, joie 
de vivre, and our common ad-
miration for the feline species. 
Thus, I join the late Bob van de 
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Eileen Coly’s 
contributions to the 
advancement of 
parapsychology are 
undeniable and of 
a magnitude that 
our brief comments 
cannot possibly 
acknowledge 
properly. 

R e m e m b e r i n g 
E i l e e n  C o l y  ( 1 9 1 6 - 2 0 1 3 )
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Castle in toasting this extraor-
dinary three-generational gift 
to parapsychology and sending 
them imaginal roses, wherever 
they all may be.

by   E t z E l  C a r d E ñ a

E ileen “Babs” Coly was a 
wonderful friend of mine 
and was a generous sup-

porter of our field. She received 
a lifetime achievement award 
from the PA and I dedicated a 
volume of Advances in Parapsy-
chological Research to her. Babs 
was also delightful company 
and a shrewd observer of the 
human condition. I will always 
remember her sense of humor 
and her keen insights. I was 
honored to have had a splendid 
relationship with her mother 
-- and the blessings continue 
because of my contact with her 
daughter. How many people 
have had the luxury of enjoying 
the companionship of three gen-
erations of dynamic, attractive, 
and brilliant women?

by   S ta n  K r i p p n E r

I first met Eileen Coly in late 2006 
when I traveled from Ireland to 
New York to visit the Parapsy-

chology Foundation Library. From 

my first meeting with Eileen and 
Lisette Coly I was entranced; 
their stories of Eileen Garrett 
captivated me; I knew that I 
wanted to make a film about 
Eileen Garrett, and what better 
way than through her daughter. 
By Summer 2007 I had an invita-
tion to live with Eileen Coly (Mrs. 
C) during their holidays in Green-
port, Long Island. 

I have fond memories of sitting up 
late into the night as Mrs. C regaled 
me with yet another tale from her 
extraordinary life, and yet more at 
breakfast and as we sat by the pool. 
Like an accomplished movie star, 
Mrs. C was always ready – com-
posed and perfectly organized for 
my video camera. With vivid descrip-
tive detail she led me through the 
1930s, the 40s and 50s, to worlds 
and places I could only imagine; 
stories were retold as if they were 
yesterday and I was connected to 
histories and pasts unfamiliar and 
fascinating to me. One moment we 
would be in London during the blitz; 
next, to “that first summer in New 
York”; then to prohibition, the Cot-
ton Club; to theatre bookings and 
cocktails parties; and then back to 
the “London days” where in minute 
detail Mrs. C would describe their 
flat at 13 Roland Gardens, where 
the actress Jill Esmond-Moore (who 
became wife of Laurence Olivier) had 
also occupied a flat, and where Harry 
Price housed his Laboratory. I would 
hear of Garrett in trance, of the Ash 
Manor Poltergeist, the R101 case, 
and the eclectic circle of friends and 

acquaintances; of Salvador Dalí, Al-
dous Huxley, Marlene Dietrich and 
Angus McBean, of transatlantic 
travel, wardrobe trunks and hotel 
living. Mrs. C’s face would light up 
with mischievous delight as she told 
me the tales of the animals; of Uncle 
Paddy and his pet Lemur Rastas, and 
the mice she and Garrett stowed on 
a ship and escorted off in a stitched 
hem of a skirt. A favourite story is 
that of Peter the rat, a beloved com-
panion of Garrett and Eileen, who 
had a fondness for running up the 
trouser legs of men, and of helping 
himself to the leftovers of cock-
tail parties before passing out on a 
cushion. The excruciating story of 
the young Eileen’s “horse riding ex-
perience“ - a social invitation which 
Garrett had accepted on her behalf, 
makes me laugh, and I can hear her 
now: “A horse rider I was not”. 

I have had many meetings with 
Mrs. C, from my visits to New York, 
our stay in Utrecht, to our time in 
London in 2008 when Eileen and 
Lisette traveled for my exhibi-
tion Eileen, and then in Dublin and 
Meath to trace Garrett’s birthplace. 
From my first meeting I was cap-

T h e  B u l l e t i n  o f  t h e

P a ra p s y c h o l o g i ca l
A s s o c i a t i o n

Eileen “Babs” Coly was 
a wonderful friend 
of mine and was a 
generous supporter of 
our field. She received 
a lifetime achievement 
award from the PA [...]

R e m e m b e r i n g 
E i l e e n  C o l y  ( 1 9 1 6 - 2 0 1 3 )
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tivated by Eileen Coly’s energy, 
her charismatic charm and her ex-
quisite story telling.  In recounting 
her life with Garrett what emerged 
was the story of Eileen Coly the 
faithful daughter who had acted for 
so many years, as she herself put 
it, as “Garrett’s secretary.” Eileen 
Coly was a resilient, adventure-
some woman; a skier and a water 
skier, with a love for animals; she 
experienced the highs and lows of 
life, and always with strength in 
adversity. Her joy for life and her 
ability to get on with whatever 
came her way is inspiring. Her rela-
tionship with her daughter Lisette 
was very special and unique to ob-
serve. Lisette and Eileen Coly be-
came fast friends; their faith in my 
work and support for me person-
ally and professionally has been an 
unexpected and enriching part of 
my life. I will miss Mrs. C and our 
warm friendship.

by   S u Sa n  M aC W i l l i a M

T he field of parapsychology 
suffered a great loss with the 
passing of “Babs” Coly. She 

was tutored well by her mother, Ei-
leen Garrett, to understand the im-
portance of the subject matter that 
the latter was supporting. “Babs” 
did not have the flashy, dramatic 
persona that her mother did, but 
she was able to exude a very warm, 
“person-to-person” atmosphere 
about her that was very comforting 

and reassuring. My 
“felt sense” recall 
of what a possible 
conversation might 
have sounded like 
upon meeting her 
on any occasion 
in the past (and I 
did so at 3 of the 
annual PF confer-
ences where she 
presided, 1973, 
1989, and 2008) 
would have gone 
something like 
this: “Well hello 
there, Bob, so good to see you! How 
are you doing? You come over here 
and sit down and tell me what sort 
of exciting work you have been en-
gaged in.” 

The last time that I had any rea-
sonable length of time to talk with 
her was at the Utrecht conference in 
2008. We wound up sitting in a cor-
ner having a drink together, and I al-
most felt as if she were flirting with 
me because she smiled so readily, 
looked so intently into my eyes, 
and exuded a sense of comfortable 
closeness. She had been very sup-
portive of some research that I had 
carried out with the Kuna Indians 
who lived on a string of islands in 
Panama. I made a half a dozen trips 
there to collect dreams and to carry 
out ESP testing with the students 
at the Junior High School. Rather 
than the Zener cards, I employed 
special cards I created that con-
tained stimulus pictures, such as a 
shark or conch shell, that would be 

familiar to the students residing on 
the San Blas Islands.

She instilled her appreciation of 
the importance of research, learned 
from her mother and forwarded to 
her daughter Lisette. The field of 
Parapsychology has been incredibly 
enriched by the presence of these 
three remarkable women and the 
wonderful accumulation of “god-
dess” energy that they have emitted 
and shared with all of us who have 
been supported so generously by 
them. They each have blessed the 
field in their unique, but overlapping 
roles for well over half a century. 
As I raise my glass in tribute and 
appreciation to Babs, I feel I can 
hear the gentle click of her glass in 
response.

by   r o b E rt  va n  d E  C a St l E

R e m e m b e r i n g 
E i l e e n  C o l y  ( 1 9 1 6 - 2 0 1 3 )
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Mrs Garrett in trance in the fore-
ground, Mrs Coly, who spent many 
years as her mother’s secretary, is 
sitting behind Mrs Garrett to the right.
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When the World Trade Towers 
collapsed on 9/11, destroyed 
by passenger planes turned 
into bombs by terrorists, there 
was a long moment of profound 
emotional sharing across the 
globe, with shock and fear turn-
ing to anguish and ultimately 
to compassion. In the midst of 
the tragedy we could see signs 
of humanity coming together 
as one. There seemed to be po-
tential for collaboration among 
nations and peoples to reject 
the anger and fear that brought 
down the Towers. That was not 
to be, sadly, and the ancient 
urges of the reptilian brain to 
retaliation displaced the poten-
tial of reconciliation. But for a 
moment, there was a powerful 
convergence of thought and 
emotion across the world that 
apparently affected the Global 
Consciousness Project (GCP) 
network. It seems possible that 
the signature of a global mind, 
activated by intense, synchro-

nized activity of our local minds 
was written in our data.

The GCP is an international 
collaboration of scientists run-
ning an instrument designed 
to capture possible effects of 
shared consciousness, much as 
laboratory experiments on labile 
electronic devices show effects 
of intention. In the lab, a per-
son tries to change the behavior 
of a Random Number Genera-
tor (RNG) to produce smaller or 
larger numbers – the equivalent 
of flipping a coin and getting an 
excess of heads – just by wishing 
or willing the change. The experi-
ments show that human intention 
can induce small but significant 
changes in the output of such a 
device. When we take the same 
instruments into the field, we 
find they also respond to special 
moments of group consciousness 
produced by shared experience 
in rituals and ceremonies, or in-
spired by great music or intense 
meetings of mind. 

| by RogER D. NElsoN

Consciousness

Impl icat ions

Pro ject 1

O
ur normal waking 
consciousness, ratio-
nal consciousness as 
we call it, is but one 

special type of consciousness, 
whilst all about it, parted from it 
by the filmiest of screens, there lie 
potential forms of consciousness 
entirely different. – William James

of  the G loba l

1 Adapted by the author from an arti-
cle for EdgeScience, Oct. 2009,
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The GCP instrument is a net-
work with nodes around the 
world where random data are 
collected. It uses the same 
technology as the lab and field 
experiments, and allows us 
to ask a natural question that 
greatly extends the research 
domain: Do we see non-random 
structure in the GCP data when 
great events occur? By implica-
tion we are asking whether the 
REGs might capture evidence of 
a global consciousness, but it 
will require years of work and 
thought to properly define such 
a complex construct. 

A little background: In the 
early 1990s, maturing technolo-
gies made it possible to take 
the electronic random devices 
used in the lab out into the 
world. The Princeton Engineer-
ing Anomalies Research team 
began a series of FieldREG ex-

periments, 
designed 
to detect 
something 
that could be 
conceived as 
a conscious-
ness field. 
We asked 
if groups 
of people 
brought 
by circum-
stances into 
resonance 
or coherence 
might share 

a group consciousness that 
would register in the data from 
our random devices. The answer 
was yes, even though there was 
no intention to change the data, 
we were simply monitoring the 
group environment.

Over the next few years, op-
portunities arose to broaden the 
concept. For example, Princess 
Diana’s funeral in September, 
1997, focused the attention and 
emotions of millions of people. 
I asked friends in Europe and 
the US to collect data from 
their RNG equipment, and, as 
in the FieldREG experiments, 
the composite data showed 
non-random structure. In the 
fall of that same year I invited 
colleagues in parapsychology 
and psychophysiology to gather 
in Freiburg, Germany, to share 
information I hoped would ben-
efit both fields. But there was a 

serendipitous outcome I had not 
expected: in hallway conversa-
tions the coincidental meta-
phors of multi-point EEG tech-
nology and multi-source REG 
measurements coalesced as the 
notion of a “world EEG.” 

I started talking with col-
leagues about making a perma-
nent network of RNGs recording 
data at points around the globe, 
rather like EEG electrodes on 
a human head. By coincidence 
my son Greg had the high level 
programming skills and just 
enough free time to develop the 
architecture and essential pro-
grams for what would become 
the Global Consciousness Proj-
ect. He suggested that, given 
the inspiration from brain stud-
ies using EEG, we might think 
of the new, world-spanning net-
work as an ElectroGaiaGram, or 
EGG. The name stuck, of course, 
and we call the RNG device and 
software at each host location 
around the world an egg; the 
software that collects and ar-
chives all the data on the Princ-
eton server is ... the basket.

A few months later the GCP 
was ready to go. We began col-
lecting data in August of 1998, 
prepared to create a history 
of parallel random sequences 
that could be correlated with 
the history of major events on 
the world stage. We knew some 
good questions to ask. Might 
there be something intercon-
necting us all, though we are 
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Nine days of GCP data, centered on September 11 2001. Prior 
to the attacks the data look random, but beginning on 9/11 
we see large deviations that persist for more than two days.

Impl icat ions of  the G loba l 
Consc iousness Pro ject
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unaware of it? (Of course the 
sages have been saying so 
forever.) Could the earth have 
some holistic response to what 
happens to her populations of 
living beings? Would we notice 
a global mind? In addition, there 
were more direct questions 
about the physical, social, and 
psychological parameters that 
might modulate the effects.

A small contingent of re-
searchers in boundary areas of 
physics and psychology have 
been looking at the extraordi-
nary capacities of human con-
sciousness we refer to as psi 
since early in the 20th century. 
The GCP is an extension of this 
research, covering territory that 
isn’t possible for laboratory-
based experiments. We can, and 
do, ask whether multiple RNGs 
correlate, whether distance 

matters, and whether the size 
of the event or the number of 
people is important, and we ask 
about the time it takes for an 
effect to manifest. We can ask 
about social parameters, types 
of events, positive and negative 
valence, external vs. internal 
sources, depth of engagement, 
and more. 

With contributions from over 
100 scientists, engineers, art-
ists, and others around the 
world, the project grew in a few 
years to about 65 sites host-
ing eggs, each reporting data 
continuously, in locations from 
Alaska to Fiji, on all populated 
continents and in nearly every 
time zone.

The general hypothesis we 
propose is that the array of ran-
dom data from the GCP instru-
ment will become non-random 

during major events on the 
world stage. It is evaluated in 
a series of rigorously specified 
formal hypothesis tests. We 
have registered over 450 formal 
experimental tests as of 2013, 
looking at pre-specified “global 
events”. Our standard Netvar2 
analysis measures the vari-
ability of data across the whole 
network during the event. This 
quantity is determined for each 
second, then summed across 
the event’s duration. The re-
sulting event score is compared 
with expectation to determine 
the significance of any devia-
tion. The measure is essentially 
a sum of squares, which means 
it is driven by inter-node corre-
lations. In other words, the GCP 
effect implies that the behavior 
of RNGs separated by global 
distances becomes correlated 
during events of importance to 
humans. 

The hypothesis we test has 

T h e  B u l l e t i n  o f  t h e

P a ra p s y c h o l o g i ca l
A s s o c i a t i o n

With contributions from 
over 100 scientists, 
engineers, artists, and 
others around the 
world, the project grew 
in a few years to about 
65 sites hosting eggs [...]

Impl icat ions of  the G loba l 
Consc iousness Pro ject

Google map of Egg Host locations for the Global 
Consciousness Project. 

2 Netvar= where Zi 
is a normalized Z-score for an egg, 
and N is the number of eggs.
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two levels, a general statement 
that is broad enough to allow 
exploration, but precise enough 
to support a replication pro-
tocol in a series of completely 
specified tests of the primary 
hypothesis:

Periods of collective attention 
or emotion in widely distributed 
populations will correlate with 
deviations from expectation in a 
global network of physical ran-
dom number generators.

Over the 15 years of the proj-
ect, we have accumulated more 
than 450 rigorously conducted 
tests, and the results provide im-
pressive confirmation of the gen-
eral hypothesis. We find positive 
correlations matching the formal 
prediction in about 2/3 of the 
cases and nominally significant 
departures for more than 15% of 
the events. Though the effect is 
small on average, the composite 
result departs by about 7 stan-
dard deviations from expectation. 
It constitutes highly significant 

evidence that 
something 
remarkable 
happens when 
we all are 
drawn into a 
community of 
interest and 
emotion.

Beyond the 
confirmation 
of the pri-
mary hypoth-
esis, we have 
explored a number of secondary 
questions that are implicit in 
the design of the experiment. In 
these analyses, most of which 
have been conducted by Peter 
Bancel, all the data are used 
in a direct examination of the 
inter-node correlations. The use 
of primary data allows the in-
clusion of exact timing and de-
vice locations and identity. 

Among the questions are 
whether the separation of the 
RNGs matters. The large num-
ber of pairwise correlations can 
be assessed in a regression of 
effect size on distance (pair 
separations). The result is am-
biguous, with a Z-score of about 
1 representing a slight decrease 
in the correlation for greater 
separations. While there may be 
some distance constraint, the 
evidence indicates the inter-egg 
correlations have a very large, 
world-spanning scale.

A second, more compelling 
finding is that when the events 

are (subjectively) categorized 
as large vs small (which cor-
responds to the level of impor-
tance), we see that the effects 
are mainly found in the large, 
powerfully engaging events. 
Again this fits well with our 
intuitions about the way things 
work in the physical world, with 
greater response to more pow-
erful stimuli.

Another question implied by 
the nature of the GCP experi-
ment is that consciousness is in-
volved, in the sense that people 
are sharing reactions and emo-
tions to situations in the world. 
That given, it makes sense to 

Impl icat ions of  the G loba l 
Consc iousness Pro ject
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Composite result for 456 inde-
pendent tests of the GCP hypoth-
esis. The heavy curve shows the 
cumulative sum of deviations 
from expectation, with smooth 
envelopes showing 5% and 0.1% 
probability. A distribution of 500 
random simulations of the event 
sequence provides a context of 
“control” data.

Periods of collective 
attention or emotion 
in widely distributed 
populations will 
correlate with deviations 
from expectation 
in a global network 
of physical random 
number generators.
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predict that effects will depend 
on being awake. Since we have 
the locations of all RNGs it is 
possible to aggregate data ac-
cording to the local time of day. 
Doing so, we see a satisfying re-
sult: The effect size varies with 
time of day, and is much larger in 
the daytime when most people 
are awake. Moreover, if we apply 
the same analysis to the large 
vs small event categories, we 
see a clear day vs night pattern 
in the former, but little structure 
in the latter.

The bottom line for the 15-
year experiment can be visual-
ized in a chronological graph 
that shows the steady accu-
mulation of differences of the 
formal data from expectation. 
In this figure, if there were no 
effect, the jagged line repre-
senting the results would have 
a level trend, wandering ran-
domly up and down. Instead, 
the actual data have a steady 

upward trend, although it shows 
the random variation expected 
of noisy data. The overall sta-
tistics for the project indicate 
odds of about 1 in a trillion 
that the correlation of our data 
with global events is merely 
a chance fluctuation. We can 
exclude mundane explanations 
such as electromagnetic radia-
tion, excessive strain on the 
power grid, or mobile phone 
use, on the basis of experimen-
tal design considerations and 
direct analysis. 

Despite the strength of the 
statistics and the augmentation 
from complementary secondary 
analyses, our result cannot be 
taken as proof of an awakening 
global consciousness, but the 
results present challenging 
conundrums for physics 
and psychology. The design 
of the experiment forces 
the conclusion that these 
anomalous correlations 
between widely separated 
physical random sources 
are related to human 
consciousness. We don‘t yet 
know how to explain the linkage 
between events of importance 
to humans and the GCP data, 
but they are quite clear. They 
suggest something akin to 
the image held in almost all 
cultures of a unity or oneness, 
an interconnection that is 
fundamental to life. Our efforts 
to understand these complex 
data may contribute insight into 

the role of mind as a creative 
force in the world, able to 
manifest intentions and capable 
of conscious evolution. 

The GCP hosts a website at 
http://noosphere.princeton.
edu or http://global-mind.
org with complete information 
about the history, technology, 
and methods of the project, as 
well as free public access to 
the database. A recent general 
article (Nelson & Bancel, 
2011) examines both the basic 
experiment and a program 
of deeper analyses exploring 
hypotheses based on physical 
and logical intuitions.

References:
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A. (2011). Effects of mass 
consciousness: Changes in 
random data, Explore: The 
Journal of Science and Healing, 
7, 373-383.
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The design of the 
experiment forces the 
conclusion that these 
anomalous correlations 
between widely 
separated physical 
random sources are 
related to human 
consciousness.
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 57th 
Annual 

Convention
of the  

Parapsycholog ica l 
Assoc iat ion

T he Parapsycholog i-
ca l  Assoc iat ion wi l l 
be return ing to  the 

West  Coast ,  USA ,  for  i ts 
57th annual  convent ion .  
He ld  at  the H i l ton Hote l  in 
Concord ,  Ca l i forn ia  –  just 
ins ide the San Franc isco 
Bay Area –  members of 
the PA and the genera l 
pub l ic  a l ike wi l l  be ab le  to 
en joy 2 .5  days of  d iscus-
s ions about  the la test  re-
search on ps i  and re lated 
phenomena,  inc lud ing ESP, 
psychok ines is,  psych ic 
hea l ing ,  a l tered states of 
consc iousness,  med ium-
sh ip  and poss ib le  surv iva l 
of  bod i ly  death .

Jo in  us th is  August  to 
hear  the la test  and most 
advanced sc ient i f i c  th ink-
ing about  parapsycho-
log ica l  top ics .  Reg is trat ion 
deta i ls  and informat ion 

about  s tudent  volun-
teer  oppor tun i t ies  wi l l 
be posted at  www.para-
psych .org as they be-
come ava i lab le.

Concord, California, August 14-17th, 2014 | Program Chair: Dean Radin | Arrangements Chair: Loyd Auerbach

http://www.parapsych.org
http://www.parapsych.org
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1) Succinctly describe your 
career in psi research and why 
did you get into it?

I had read Dr. Rhine’s work 
when I was in the service 
(Army) and was very impressed 
with his findings and serious 
approach. Later when I attended 
Syracuse University, I majored in 
psychology and was extremely 
disappointed by the incredibly 
negative attitudes displayed 
by my instructors there toward 
the field and its findings. I had 
a supportive English instructor 
who was much more open to 
the field. He wrote a letter to 

Dr. Rhine telling him about my 
interest, and I received a letter 
from Dr. Rhine inviting me to 
visit the Duke Parapsychology 
Laboratory. He also requested 
that I investigate a case of dog 
trailing that involved a collie 
dog from Syracuse that had 
been transported to Florida 
by a couple and accidentally 
left behind. The dog eventually 
made the nearly 1,000 miles 
trip back to Syracuse in about 
nine months time. I obtained 
more information from the 
couple and reported on my 
investigation when I went to 
Duke University and met Dr. 

Rhine. I subsequently went 
to the University of Missouri 
and received a grant of a few 
hundred dollars from him to 

   Rober t
van de Castle

Robert van de Castle
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Robert van de Castle
do some card testing with my 
wife. I reported my positive 
results in the Journal of 
Parapsychology and also wound 
up doing my M.A thesis there on 
a parapsychological topic. Later 
I migrated to North Carolina and 
eventually wound up working 
for about a year at the Duke 
Parapsychological Lab.

2) How do you see the field now as 
compared to the beginning of your 
career?

I see the field as more open 
now than when I began about 
60 years ago. There are more 

journal sources available now to 
publish in and the public media is 
more open to discussing topics of 
relevance to the field.

3) Were you to start again, what 
would you focus on? Whither do 
you think the field should go?

If I were to start again, I would 
do more psi and dream related 
research involving indigenous 
groups, since they are far more 
open to accepting paranormal 
phenomena. When I was in 
Panama, I did some limited testing 
with Kuna Indians as both agents 
and percipients, and got much 
higher scores than I did when I 
served as the agent with them. 
Since they are comfortable with 
participating in ceremonies where 
altered states of consciousness 
are involved, I would also try 
and do some kind of quantitative 
testing with them during these 
ceremonies, after I had been 
accepted by the tribal members.

4) Any regrets or anything else 
that you would like to add?

I don’t have any regrets 
about the time I spent in 
parapsychology, as I felt it 
kept my perspectives on what 
constitutes reality much more 

open, than would have been 
the case if I were only dealing 
with some traditional topic. My 
impression is that it is more 
desirable to blend an interest in 
parapsychology with some other 
area of interest or expertise, so 
that one can comfortably shift 
between these two domains and 
maintain a balanced perspective. 

As we were going to press 
we found out that Bob van de 
Castle passed away recently. 
We will carry an In Memori-
am for him in the next issue. 
Our condolences to his family 
and his friends.

Later when I 
attended Syracuse 
University, I 
majored in 
psychology and 
was extremely 
disappointed by the 
incredibly negative 
attitudes displayed 
by my instructors 
there toward 
the field and its 
findings.
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The Nature of

T
his is a summary of a 
paper presented at the 
56th Annual Convention 
of the Parapsychological 

Association, Viterbo, Italy, August 
8-11, 2013. The paper describes a 
theory explaining precognition as 
a connection with the percipient’s 
brain in the future—a link with 
his or her future experience of 
the event. The theory considers 
precognition to be the fundamental 
phenomenon of ESP.

Meta-analyses performed on the 
results of precognition experiments 
(e.g., Honorton & Ferrari, 1989) 
give outstanding evidence for 

contacts with information about 
events that occur in the future. This 
suggests that the future events 
must “already exist” in some sense, 
and it conforms to a block universe 
model in which past and future 
events already exist in the space-
time continuum, in accordance with 
the special theory of relativity.

Some people object to the 
fatalistic implications of a 
determined universe, but many 
physicists argue in its support. Paul 
Davies reviewed recent thinking 
and suggests that “physicists 
think of time as being laid out in its 
entirety—a timescape, analogous 
to a landscape—with all the past 
and future events located there 
together” (2002, p.42). There would 
seem to be little room for “free will” 
in such a model, and physicists and 
neuroscientists, such as Stephen 
Hawking and Francis Crick, suggest 
that conscious free will is just 
an illusion. Kerri Smith (2011) 
reviewed experiments that show 
that voluntary decisions begin to 
be made in the brain up to several 
seconds before people become 
consciously aware of them.

The concept of a determined 
universe does, however, conflict with 
the orthodox version of quantum 
mechanics. According to this version, 
the outcome of a quantum process 

is probabilistic, so that it would 
be impossible to know the nature 
of the outcome until after that 
outcome had been produced. On the 
other hand, some modern versions 
suggest that the outcome appears 
to be uncertain only because we do 
not have access to the information 
necessary to deduce what the 
outcome will be. For example, David 
Bohm proposes that hidden variables 
influence the collapse of the wave-
function and determine which of the 
potential outcomes will become the 
actual outcome (Albert, 1994). Yakir 
Aharonov proposes that there are 
two wave-functions, propagated 
in opposite directions in time. He 
suggests that apparently random 
events are caused by events in the 
future and that the wave-function 
coming from the future carries the 
missing information (Aharonov et al., 
2010). Both of these interpretations 
are deterministic and would allow for 
a backwards transfer of information 
through time.

Bohm (1995) developed his ideas 
into the wider concept of an implicate 
order, based on the zero-point energy 
field that extends throughout space 
and time. He proposed that the 
implicate order unfolds to create the 
successive “slices” of space-time that 
build up to create the block universe. 
He suggested that similar structures 

| by JoN tayloR
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“resonate” within the implicate order 
and tend to unfold in a form in which 
they are more closely similar to one 
another (Bohm, 1990, p.93). Bohm 
further suggested that influences 
coming from past forms would enable 
the past forms to be replicated or 
repeated in the present—thus giving 
rise to a continuity of form, but he 
doesn’t mention the possibility of 
influences also coming from the 
future. If the forms mutually influence 
one another, then a future form will 
influence a present form, just as a 
present form influences one that is 
created in the future. It enables an 
exchange of information without 
requiring a “transmission” of the 
information through time.

These principles can be applied 
to the neuronal spatiotemporal 
patterns that are activated in the 
brain. For example, a precognition 
would occur when the pattern 
activated at the time of the future 
experience of an event resonates 
with any similar pattern that is 
(spontaneously) activated in the 
present. This might enable the 
activation of the present pattern to 
be sustained until the threshold is 
reached at which point it produces 
the conscious awareness of an 
event similar to the event that 
will be experienced in the future. 
Precognition is thus explained as 
a transfer of information from the 
brain in the future to the brain in 
the present. Telepathy could be 
similarly explained as a transfer 
between different brains. However, 
a “clairvoyant” contact with an 
inanimate object would not be 
expected to occur because of the 
dissimilarity between the object and 
the pattern activated in the brain.

The structural replication 
tendencies responsible for the 
transfer of information refer to 
processes (in which events cause 
one another) in the environment. 
The processes are represented in 
the brain by associations between 
networks, in which the activation of 
one network causes the activation 
of another. A precognition therefore 
refers to the association between 
the elements of information 
represented in a given pair of 
networks, and not to the discrete 
elements of information represented 
in either network on its own.

Future Events caused 
by Circumstances

If the event is caused by outside 
circumstances, a percipient 
associates information about the 
event with information about his 
previous experiences with the event. 
An appraisal may be carried out if the 
event is significant for the person’s 
well-being. Neurophysiologist Joseph 
LeDoux (1998, pp. 283-296) discusses 
the mechanism by which the appraisal 
occurs in the amygdala, which has 
a considerable number of re-entry 
circuits back to the neuronal inputs to 
the networks.  The re-entrant stimuli 
increase the degree of activation of 
the pathways through the networks 
and this strengthens the synapses 
and consolidates the memories being 
formed. The repeated activations also 
produce a stronger resonance.

Thus, in order for a precognition 
to occur, the percipient has to 
activate a similar pathway through 
the networks in the present. 
The synapses are affected by 

the resonance and they will be 
very slightly strengthened. This 
may facilitate the flow of a few 
extra impulses that travel, via 
re-entry circuits, back to the 
working memory system. The 
working memory cells sustain their 
activation, and this can lead to a 
sustained activation of the pattern 
itself (Fuster, 2003, pp. 155-164). 
In this way, the percipient may 
become consciously aware of some 
of the information represented 
in the pattern of activation, and 
essentially retrieve a memory 
that will be formed in the future. 
The mechanism can also be 
applied to explain the retrieval of 
memories from the past (Taylor, 
2007). Notice that a telepathic 
connection between different brains 
may be very difficult to produce. 
The “sender” and “receiver” each 
associates the event with his or her 
previous experiences of it, so that it 
would be difficult to get a resonance 
between the patterns involved.

Some examples of experimental 
work on circumstantial events are 
given by the pre-stimulus response 
experiments in precognition. 
Participants are exposed to an 
arousing stimulus (e.g. an erotic 
photograph) in the future, and 
a physiological response (e.g. 
a change in the percipient’s 
electrodermal activity) is detected 
a few seconds earlier. In these 
experiments, it would appear that 
the sustained activation of the 
pattern is sufficient to trigger the 
physiological response, but not 
sufficient to reach the threshold at 
which a conscious awareness of the 
stimulus is produced.

Volume 6 
Issue 1
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Future Events  caused 
by the Perc ip ient

If the event is caused by the 
percipient, the association between 
the networks may refer to the 
percipient “doing something” and 
“causing the event” to occur. In the 
present, a percipient intends to 
cause the event, and in the future, 
the experience is that in which s/
he causes the event. The patterns 
are similar and resonance occurs. 
Percipients might precognize 
the knowledge that they will 
successfully fulfill the intention. 
However, if the person is unable 
to cause the event in the future, 
resonance does not occur. The 
absence of resonance may serve as 
an intuitive warning indicating that 
something (e.g., an accident) will 
prevent the person from fulfilling 
the intention. It enables the 
percipient to change the intention 
and decide to do something else—
thus avoiding the accident. This 
detection of the absence of an 
intended future could form the basis 
of intuition, in which the percipient 

becomes aware of a possible 
danger, perhaps without knowing 
exactly what the danger is.

This mechanism avoids the 
intervention paradox. The percipient 
would confront the paradox if 
s/he intended to change, and 
subsequently did change, the 
event precognized. However, if s/he 
intends to change an event, it really 
means that s/he intends to cause 
an event which is different from the 
one that s/he actually does cause 
(or allow) in the future. The present 
and future patterns are different 
and resonance does not occur. S/
he therefore obtains no information 
about the event that s/he intends 
to change. Some cases of apparent 
intervention, however, have been 
reported in the past, but one 
cannot have intervention in a block 
universe, otherwise it wouldn’t be a 
block universe.

This mechanism can be applied to 
the target-guessing experiments in 
precognition. A percipient intends 
for the “selection of a given target 
option” to cause the experience 
of “scoring a hit” in the future. In 
the case of an incorrect option, 
there will be no future experience 
of this occurring, and an intuitive 
warning is produced. The percipient 
unconsciously moves on to another 
option and repeats the process. 
When s/he comes to the correct 
option, a resonance occurs and s/he 
registers the option. That is because 
his or her future experience will be 
one in which s/he does associate the 
option with the knowledge of scoring 
a hit, when s/he receives feedback 
of the target information. In the case 
of a free-response experiment, the 

participant may have to identify a 
number of target elements, which 
together can be associated with 
“producing a successful result”, 
in this case when feedback of the 
result is given.

This proposed mechanism 
suggests some important 
conclusions concerning the nature 
of precognition:

1. Precognition is the fundamental 
phenomenon of ESP. Telepathic 
contacts would seem unlikely to 
be detected in the laboratory. The 
results of telepathy and clairvoyance 
experiments can be explained in 
terms of precognitive contacts with 
the participant’s future knowledge of 
the target information. This means 
that feedback about the target (or 
about the result of the experiment) 
must be given to the participant in 
the future. Replication problems may 
have occurred when this was not done. 
Giving feedback enables a participant 
to collect and encode the target 
information using the ordinary senses. 
Selectivity is obtained because the 
information refers to the actual target 
and the participant doesn’t have the 
task of trying to distinguish between 
the actual target and the “decoys”. 
Honorton and Ferrari’s (1989) meta-
analysis, which includes the study of a 
subset of experiments in which details 
were provided about the amount 
of feedback given to participants, 
supports this conclusion. The study 
showed that when no feedback was 
given, the significance of the results 
fell to chance expectation.

2. A precognition is more likely 
to occur when the experience of 
the event in the future produces a 
stronger emotional impact. If the 

T h e  B u l l e t i n  o f  t h e

P a ra p s y c h o l o g i ca l
A s s o c i a t i o n
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future experience corresponds to 
an “emotional” event, the degree of 
activation of the pathways through 
the networks is increased. This 
produces a stronger resonance, 
which is more likely to influence the 
networks activated in the present. 
For example, in the pre-stimulus 
response experiments, exposure to an 
“emotional” stimulus does produce 
an earlier physiological response, 
whereas exposure to a “calm” 
stimulus does not. In the target-
guessing experiments, a participant 
detects his or her future emotional 
experience of “scoring a hit”. However, 
when s/he becomes bored with the 
experiment, the emotional impact is 
reduced and the results fall closer to 
chance expectation—the well-known 
decline effect.

3. A precognition is more likely 
to occur when the time interval 
up to the moment of the future 
experience is shorter. The synapses 
forming the present and future 
patterns of activation are subject 
to constant changes due to brain 
plasticity. Closer matching and a 
stronger resonance are therefore to 
be expected when the precognitive 
interval between the activations is 
shorter. In the case of the target-
guessing experiments, the Honorton 
and Ferrari (1989) meta-analysis 
shows that the results are highly 
significant for precognitive intervals 
of a few hundred milliseconds and 
they fall to non-significance only 
when the interval is increased to 
more than one month.

4. The results of an experiment 
tend to go in the direction of the 
participant’s “belief” towards 
obtaining those results. This is 
the well-known sheep-goat effect, 

in which a believer in ESP tends 
to score above chance, whereas 
a non-believer tends to score 
below chance. That is because the 
non-believers makes an intuitive 
decision to try to select a target 
option that leads to the future 
experience of “scoring a miss.” 
Therefore the proportion of hits 
falls to below chance expectation.

5. The results of REG experiments 
may be due to precognition and 
not to PK. Experiments have been 
performed in which random event 
generator (REG) outputs are ostensibly 
influenced in accordance with the 
operator’s conscious intention (e.g., 
Jahn & Dunne, 2005). However, the 
results might be explained in terms 
of intuitive decisions to achieve 
an optimum sampling of the data 
stream, in accordance with Edwin 
May’s decision augmentation theory. 
This would explain, for example, why 
significant results are produced when 
“participants” apply the intention 
at remote locations, or at times 
before and after the bit streams are 
generated. The participant’s intention 
may be irrelevant, since the results 
would depend on the operator 
making intuitive decisions to select 
the best moments at which to start 
the data-generation process. This 
interpretation would tend to refute 
the observational theories, which have 
been used to support the clairvoyant 
interpretation of the target-guessing 
experiments, because they suggest 
that the participant’s consciousness 
may be able to collapse the wave-
function of the target to the state that 
is reported. Some of the predictions of 
this theory are subject to testing and 
they suggest that a new approach may 
have to be taken in the design of these 

experiments if better repeatability is to 
be expected in the future.
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Colin 
WilsonTr ibute

A
ccording to the New York Times obituary, 
“Colin Wilson, a self-educated English 
writer who in 1956 shot to international 
acclaim with his first book, The Outsider, 

an erudite meditation on existentialism, aliena-
tion and creativity, but who incurred critical disdain 
for a string of later books about murder, sexual 
deviance and the occult, died on Dec. 5 [2013] in 
Cornwall, England. He was 82.” During his long lit-
erary career, Wilson authored more than a hundred 
books, including thousands of pages on topics rele-
vant to parapsychology and psychical research. The 
most well-known of these was his “Occult Trilogy” 
consisting of The Occult, published in 1971; Mys-
teries: An Investigation into the Occult, the Para-
normal, and the Supernatural, published in 1978; 
and Beyond the Occult, published in 1988. Other 
books of particular relevance to parapsychologists 
include Strange Powers, Mysterious Powers, The 
Unexplained, Enigmas and Mysteries, Mysteries of 
the Mind, The Directory of Possibilities, Poltergeist! 
A Study in Destructive Haunting, The Psychic De-

In Memoriam

| by JEffREy MishlovE

(1931-2013)
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tectives: The Story of Psychometry 
and Paranormal Crime Detection, 
and Afterlife: An Investigation of 
the Evidence of Life After Death.

Many of Colin Wilson’s titles 
convey the impression of being 
hack popularizations of mystical 
and psychic topics designed to 
titillate the mass audience. There 
may, indeed, be some truth to 
this characterization as scholars 
of Wilson’s literary output have 
noted that he accepted many 
writing commissions largely for 
financial reasons. However, in fair-
ness to the author and his read-
ers, we would do well to remem-
ber that Wilson was no ordinary 
journalist of the occult. He was a 
philosopher himself, and deeply 
steeped in the writings of twen-
tieth century existentialists. He 
wrote extensively in the fields of 
both criminology and sexology and 
certainly could be considered an 
expert in human deviant behavior. 
His writings on the paranormal 
were, therefore, colored by many 
thoughtful observations concern-
ing the human condition.

One of the great benefits of 
reading Wilson is his penchant for 
introspection. Toward the end of 
his career, I had the opportunity 
of conducting a Thinking Allowed 
television interview with him. In 
that interview he confided that all 
of his writings were an attempt to 
reconcile his own experiences of 
the extreme states of conscious-
ness, both exultation and despair. 
I think it is fair to say that Colin 

Wilson was not a scientist. I do 
not believe he contributed to any 
of the journals of parapsychology 
or psychical research. In fact -- as 
a humanist, historian, and novelist 
(not to mention wine connoisseur) 
– he believed that many other ap-
proaches to knowledge were as 
valuable as the scientific method. 
He also showed, throughout his 
life, great courage and rhetorical 
skill in advocating for the reality 
of psi and related experiences. For 
those among us who are willing to 
consider nonscientific explorations 
of the paranormal, Colin Wilson’s 
corpus of writings in this area pro-
vide an incredible window on to a 
landscape that is, in my view, an 
essential context for our narrow 
discipline.

I think it is fair to say 
that Colin Wilson was 
not a scientist. I do not 
believe he contributed 
to any of the journals 
of parapsychology or 
psychical research. In 
fact -- as a humanist, 
historian, and novelist 
(not to mention wine 
connoisseur) – he 
believed that many 
other approaches 
to knowledge were 
as valuable as the 
scientific method. 
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Issue 3, October 2012, contains the 
following:

Giulio Caratelli, Una grande sen-
sitiva italiana: Sandra Bajetto [A 
great Italian psychic: Sandra Bajet-
to]. During the 20th century, the Ital-
ian psychic Sandra Bajetto always 
made herself available to accredited 
scientific research, never refusing a 
rigorous way of experimentation. 
She is best known for successful 
experiments on parapsychological 
psychometry, providing paranormal 
responses based on objects’ pre-
sumed “impregnation” of their his-
tory and of that of their owners. She 
also showed a strong talent for the 
experience of the “empty chair,” in 
which the psychic individual has to 
try to describe in advance the fea-
ture both physical and psychologi-
cal of the unknown person who af-
terwards, or in the next future, will 
occupy a certain seat. 

Maria Luisa Felici, L’homing del 
gatto [The homing of the cat]. The so-
called and well documented homing, 
describes the behaviour of animals 
who return home after been taken to 
a great distance from it, with an ex-
ample carefully investigated by the 
author regarding a cat. The author dis-
cusses the possible paranormal impli-
cations of such ability, the possibility 
of a real “communion” of genuine tele-
pathic character that involves animals 
and their owners’ minds.

Giulio Caratelli, Sogni paranor-
mali descritti da Cicerone [Paranor-
mal dreams reported by Cicero]. The 
temporal concatenation of two par-
ticular dreams and the evaluation of 
all alternative hypotheses that can 
be considered, “normal” and “para-
normal”, with the possibility that 
the first oneiric event can reliably be 
designated as telepathic, while the 
second dream could be interpreted 
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with reference to clairvoyance and a 
“spiritualistic” sense.

Pierluigi De Cerretani, Il contributo 
di Robert Hare sui “tavoli giranti” 
[The contribution of Robert Hare to 
“table-turning”]. Initially skeptic to-
wards topics and extraordinary phys-
ical phenomena linked to so-called 
“modern spiritism,” Robert Hare 
decided in the 19th century to con-
tribute his contribute to the debated 
question of table-turning and to its 
presumed anomalous movements 
without human contact. He planned 
and then built some devices intended 
to control the phenomena produced 
by mediums and the results obtained 
in his experiences, to his great sur-
prise, were in the whole positive and 
changed forever his convictions con-
cerning the phenomena of spiritism.

Giulio Caratelli and Maria Luisa 
Felici, Omaggio a Yvonne Duplessis 
[Homage to Yvonne Duplessis]. The 
personality, works and experimenta-
tions of the great French researcher 
on the occasion of the centenary of 
her birth. In particular, her partici-
pation in important experiences of 
telepathy carried out some decades 
ago by René Warcollier and the fa-
mous experimentations in the field 
of “dermo-optical sensitivity,” the 
possibility for the skin to react from 
a distance to the colored objects of 
the surrounding environment, both 
in light and in complete darkness.

Anna Maria Cavalli, Una interv-
ista a Freud [An interview given by 
Freud]. An interview given by Freud 
to the journalist Cornelius Tabori in 
1935 in which Freud declared that 

certained presence of any musical 
instrument.

Emanuela De Pintis, L’ESP utile 
[The useful ESP]. A case going back 
to the 19th century that involved 
presumably spontaneous ESP, mani-
fested in the shape of a vision lasting 
some minutes that permitted a little 
girl to save the life of her mother.

Giulio Caratelli, Kluski e i “calchi 
medianici” [Kluski and the “medi-
umnistic moulds”]. The basic prin-
ciples and characteristics of the 
mediumnistic production of the so 
called “mediumnistic moulds”, the 
important personality in such con-
text being that of the Polish me-
dium Franek Kluski, and some re-
considerations about the question 
of the possible production of the 
mould through certain procedures 
completely common and fraudulent.

Maria Luisa Felici, Deleuze e il “mag-
netismo animal” [Deleuze and “animal 
magnetism”]. The figure of the French 
naturalist who was one of the most 
important investigators of the “animal 
magnetism” proposed by Franz Anton 
Mesmer. Deleuze did not want to as-
sign any extraordinary phenomena he 
observed, in particular clairvoyances, 
to spiritual beings as disembodied spir-
its. Believing in the reality of telepathy, 
he thought that in the sleepwalking 
condition the individual’s “soul” some-
how can receive some ideas, knowl-
edge, and feelings without the support 
of the physical organs.

Giulio Caratelli, Luigi Fantappiè 
[Luigi Fantappiè]. His theories about 
the physical and biological world, 
his global vision based on syntropy, 

“thought-transference,” the pos-
sibility that a certain psychological 
event in a person could cause a simi-
lar event in another person, was to 
be considered reliable and worthy of 
scientific consideration.

Giulio Caratelli, Quel grande tor-
mento interiore di Charles Darwin 
[The great internal torment of Charles 
Darwin]. The great English naturalist, 
attended, though partially, a séance 
organized in his brother Erasmus’s 
house with the medium Charlie Wil-
liam. He became very upset and 
undecided about spiritism, but felt 
relieved of that torment when after 
some years the naturalist Thomas 
Huxley informed him of the possible 
“debunking” of the same medium.

Issue 1, February 2013, contains the 
following: 

XI° Convegno Romano sul tema: 
“Energia, energie: un termine, infi-
nite manifestazioni,” Roma, 20 Ot-
tobre 2012. Abstracts delle relazioni 
presentate [The Eleventh Rome’s 
Conference on “Energy, Energies: 
One word, infinite manifestations”] is 
the title of the second of two annual 
conferences that the authors organ-
ized in Rome in 2012. The first item 
of the journal contains the abstracts 
of the presentations.

Giulio Caratelli and Anna Ma-
ria Mandelli, Note sulla mu-
sica “trascendentale” [Notes on 
“trascendental”music]. Some ele-
ments of extraordinary “transcen-
dental” music, that can be heard 
concurrently by witnesses in dif-
ferent contexts without the as-
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founded on a principle of anticausal-
ity, and his proposal concerning new 
possibilities of organization of para-
normal phenomena.

Issue 2, June 2013, contains the fol-
lowing:  

XIV° Convegno Romano di Parap-
sicologia: “Personaggi, fenomeni, rif-
lessioni.” Roma, 11 Maggio 2013. Ab-
stracts delle relazioni presentate [The 
Fourteenth Rome’s Parapsychological 
Conference: “Personalities, phenom-
ena, reflections”] is the title of the first 
of the annual conferences organized 
by the authors in Rome in 2013. The 
first section of the journal contains the 
abstracts of the presentations:

Giulio Caratelli and Maria Luisa Fe-
lici, Jeanne Laplace: una seduta posi-
tiva con Harry Price [Jeanne Laplace: 
A successful séance with Harry Price]. 
The characteristics and the results of 
two different parts of a private séance 
held on 28th January 1927 at the In-
stitut Métapsychique International in 
Paris by the English researcher Harry 
Price with the great French psychic. 
Price concluded that Miss Laplace in 
that occasion had overall manifested 
experimental evidence through reli-
able paranormal “impressions” ob-
tained through clairvoyance. 

Giulio Caratelli, I disegni telepatici 
di Warcollier [Warcollier’s telephatic 
designs]. René Warcollier and his 
tests of telepathy using geometric 
designs and the important conclusion 
that the telepathic tests often did 
not generate perfect results, but that 
such apparently negative results did 
not necessarily count as failures.   

Pierluigi De Cerretani, Theodore 
Bestermann [Theodore Bestermann]. 
His famous research on human testi-
mony and its limits during mediumn-
istic séances with physical effects. 

Anna Maria Cavalli, Il mistero delle 
facoltà straordinarie del Conte di Cagli-
ostro [The Mystery of Count of Cagli-
ostro’s extraordinary abilities]. The 
production by Cagliostro of healings 
considered extraordinary, the ability 
to “read” telepathically others’ minds, 
his clairvoyance, and his attempts to 
contact the spirit of disembodied dead 
people through mediumnistic séances.   

Maria Luisa Felici, Introduzione pio-
nieristica del metodo statistico negli 
esperimenti ESP [Pioneer introduction 
of the statistical method in ESP exper-
iments]. Charles Richet played an im-
portant role setting up statistical sci-
entific criteria that we could consider 
“modern” in his paper “La suggestion 
mentale et le calcul des probabilities.” 
Also the English researchers belong-
ing to the Society for Psychical Re-
search can be considered among the 
pioneers not only of parapsychology 
but of science in general for their skills 
in the objective control of clairvoyance 
and telepathy tests. 

Issue 3, October 2013, contains the 
following papers:  

Giulio Caratelli e Maria Luisa Feli-
ci, Caratteristiche di una apparizione 
del XIX secolo [Characteristics of 
an apparition in the XIXth century]. 
A case of occasional apparition in a 
room of a house in Philadelphia in 
1846 involving three women and in-
vestigated carefully by Robert Dale 

Owen. A good case, hard to explain 
through the alternatives hypotheses 
of autosuggestion and hallucination.

Anna Maria Cavalli, Telepatia olfat-
tiva [Olfactory telepathy]. A presum-
ably telepathic phenomenon with 
olfactory impression experienced by 
the French psychic Pascal Forthuny.

Giulio Caratelli, Emanuel Sweden-
borg, da scienziato a mistico [Ema-
nuel Swedenborg, from scientist to 
mystic]. Emanuel Swedenborg dedi-
cated his life to science until he had 
a mystic revelation at 56, manifest-
ed by visions indicating his new mis-
sion and clairvoyance experiences as 
the one announcing suddenly that 
his own house in another city was in 
danger of being burned. 

Maria Luisa Felici, I raps, misteriosi 
colpi [The raps, mysterious knocks]. A 
discussion of the phenomenon of raps 
in parapsychology and spiritism.

Giulio Caratelli, Un padre della 
psicologia italiana di fronte al para-
normale [A father of Italian psychol-
ogy faces the paranormal]. Sante De 
Sanctis paid much attention to some 
extraordinary facts of the psyche and 
had a personal experience of an event 
presumably paranormal in a situation 
of danger that involved his brother.

Pierluigi De Cerretani, Davey e 
Hodgson sulla testimonianza umana 
[Davey and Hodgson on human tes-
timony]. With their experiences from 
1886 based on mediumnistic séances, 
S. John Davey and Richard Hodgson 
indicated how defective observations 
could relate to some extraordinary 
physical effects often testified during 
mediumnistic séances.

T h e  B u l l e t i n  o f  t h e
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Articles Relevant
to Parapsychology
in Journals
of Various Fields (XIV)

Relevant

T
here have been sev-
eral discernible the-
matic patterns among 
the 850 bibliographic 

entries that I have compiled for 
the first thirteen installments of 
this Mindfield column. On earlier 
occasions I have identified, de-
scribed, and briefly commented 
upon some of these patterns 
that appeared in our collection 
of recent articles of apparent 
parapsychological  relevance 
from the periodical literature 
of a variety of scientific fields. 
For example, the unexpectedly 
large numbers of relevant pub-
lications in fields such as com-
munication studies, cultural ge-
ography, management studies, 
and consumer research seemed 
to stand out. However, one other 
pattern not mentioned before 
also seems characteristic of the 
entire collection (but although 
it deserves mention, it probably 
does not need much commen-
tary or discussion at this point 
and in this place): What I am re-
ferring to is the demonstrable 
fact that references to parapsy-
chological research and theory-
building are relatively frequent 
in the “softer” non-experimental 
fields such as anthropology and 
history and in cultural, literary, 

or religious studies, whereas 
there are much fewer references 
to our field in disciplines where 
studies that report the results of 
empirical research feature more 
prominently. In addition to the 
co-called “hard” or “natural sci-
ences,” the latter also include 
fields such as psychology and 
sociology (with medicine being 
an exception in some ways). This 
apparent prevalence of sources 
from non-experimental aca-
demic disciplines has not always 
been a strong one, but it has 
been persistent over the entire 
collection of references, and it 
is confirmed once again by the 
majority of the 55 new relevant 
references, which follow below.

Helpful input this time has 
come from my colleagues Eber-
hard Bauer, Etzel Cardeña, Ren-
aud Evrard, and Gerhard Mayer 
and it is gratefully acknowledged. 
Hints to pertinent recent articles 
are always welcome. Please send 
them to the author at hoevel-
mann.communication@kmpx.de.

Selected 
references 

• Abend, L. (2004). Specters of 
the secular: Spiritism in nine-
teenth-century Spain. European 
History Quarterly, 34, 518-519.

• Acunzo, D. J., Evrard, R., & 
Rabeyron, T. (2013). Anomalous 
experiences, psi and functional 
neuroimaging. Frontiers in 

by gERD h. hövElMaNN, 
hövelmann Communication
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Human Neuroscience, 7 [doi: 
10.3389/fnhum. 2013.00893].

• Al-Qurani, S. M. (2013). Halluci-
nations or realities: The ghosts 
in Henry James’s The Turn of 
the Screw. Studies in Literature 
and Language, 6(2), 81-87.

• Andriopoulos, S. (2008). Occult 
conspiracies: Spirits and secret 
societies in Schiller’s Ghost 
Seer. New German Critique, 
35(1), 65-81.

• Aspell, J., Heydrich, L., Maril-
lier, G., Lavanchy, T., Herbelin, 
B., & Blanke, O. (2013). Turn-
ing body and self inside out: 
Visualized heartbeats alter 
bodily self-consciousness 
and tactile perception. Psy-
chological Science, 24 [doi: 
10.1177/0956797613498395].

• Auger, E.E. (2012). Paranormal 
media: Audiences, spirits, and 
magic in popular culture [re-
view]. Journal of Religion and 
Popular Culture, 24, 170-171.

• Bartolini, N., Chris, R., McKian, 
S., & Pile, S. (2013). Psychics, 
crystals, candles and caul-
drons: Alternative spiritualities 
and the question of their eso-
teric economies. Social and Cul-
tural Geography, 14, 367-388.

• Bókkon, I., Mallick, B. N., & 
Tuszynski, J. A. (2013). Near 
death experiences: A mul-
tidisciplinary hypothesis. 
Frontiers in Human Neurosci-
ence, 7, 533 [doi: 10.3389/
fnhum.2013.00533].

• Brown, A. S. (2003). A review of 
the déjà vu experience. Psycho-
logical Bulletin, 129, 394-413.

• Cardeña, E. (2011). Altered 
consciousness is a many splen-
dored thing. Journal of Cosmol-
ogy, 14, 4781-4791.

• Cardeña, E., Jönsson, P., Ter-
hune, D. B., & Marcusson-

Clavertz, D. (2013). The neu-
rophenomenology of neutral 
hypnosis. Cortex, 49, 375-385.

• Clart, P. (2003). Moral mediums: 
Spirit writing and the cultural 
construction of Chinese spirit 
mediumship. Ethnologies, 25, 
153-190.

• Cohen, P. C. (2004). Sex and 
sexuality: The public, the pri-
vate, and the spirit worlds. 
Journal of the Early Republic, 
24, 310-318.

• Crossley, R. (2006). Mars and 
the paranormal. Science Fiction 
Studies, 35, 466-484.

• Einstein, D. A., & Menzies, R. G. 
(2004). Role of magical think-
ing in obsessive-compulsive 
symptoms in an undergraduate 
sample. Depression and Anxi-
ety, 19, 174-179.

• Ellis, B. (2009). Haunted halls: 
Ghostlore of American college 
campuses [review]. Marvels & 
Tales, 23, 181-183.

• Ephirim-Donkor, A. (2008). 
Akom: The ultimate medium-
ship experience among the 
Akan. Journal of the American 
Academy of Religion, 76, 54-81.

• Everhart, S. (2012). Framework 
of fear: The postmodern aes-
thetic of “Paranormal Activity 
2”. Cinesthesia, 1(1), article 6.

• Evrard, R. (2013). On extraordi-
nary neurosis: An introduction. 
Recherches en Psychanalyse/
Research in Psychoanalysis, 15, 
78-86.

• Gaskill, M. (2008). The pursuit 
of reality: Recent research into 
the history of witchcraft. The 
History Journal, 4, 1069-1088.

• Greenfield, S.M. (2009). Our sci-
ence is better than yours: Two 
decades of data on patients 
treated by a Kardecist-spiritist 
healing group in Rio-Grande 

do Sul. Anthropology of Con-
sciousness, 20, 101-110.

• Hahner, L.A., Varda, S. J., & 
Wilson, N. A. (2012). Paranor-
mal activity and the horror of 
abject consumption. Critical 
Studies in Media Communica-
tion, 30, 362-376.

• Hutton, R. (2004). Anthropolog-
ical and historical approaches 
to witchcraft: Potential for a 
new collaboration. The Histori-
cal Journal, 2, 413-434.

• Jo, H.-G., Hinterberger, T., Wit-
tmann, M., Lhündrup Borghardt, 
T., & Schmidt, S. (2013). 
Spontaneous EEG fluctuations 
determine the readiness poten-
tial: Is preconscious brain ac-
tivation a preparation process 
to move? Experimental Brain 
Research, 231, 495-500.

• Jong, M. J. de (2012). The 
fallacy of “true and false” in 
prophecy illustrated Jer 28:8-9. 
Journal of Hebrew Scriptures, 
12, article 10 [doi:10.5508/
jhs.2012.v12.a10].

• Kernbach, S. (2013). Uncon-
ventional research in USSR 
and Russia: Short overview. 
(arXiv:1312.1148[csOH]).

• Kernbach, S. (2013). On metrol-
ogy of systems operating with 
‘high-penetrating’ emission. 
International Journal of Uncon-
ventional Science, 2(1), 76-94.

• Kernbach, S., Zamsha, V., & 
Kravshenko, Y. (2013). Long and 
super-long range device-device 
and operator-device interactions. 
International Journal of Uncon-
ventional Science, 1(1), 24-42.

• Kirecci, A. N. (2011). Mystic 
places in cyberspace: Second life. 
Journal of Academic Marketing 
Mysticism Online, 1(1), 1-20.

• LeMaléfan, P., Evrard, R., & 
Alvarado, C. S. (2013). Spiritist 
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delusions and spiritism in the 
nosography of French psychia-
try (1850-1950). History of Psy-
chiatry, 24, 477-491.

• MacDonald, D. A., & Friedman, H. 
L. (2012). Transpersonal psychol-
ogy, parapsychology, and neuro-
biology: Clarifying their relations. 
International Journal of Transper-
sonal Studies, 31(1), 49–60.

• García-Montes, J. M., Álvarez, 
M. P., Sass, L. A., & Cangas, 
A. J. (2008). The role of su-
perstition in psychopathology. 
Philosophy, Psychiatry and Psy-
chology, 15, 227-237.

• Mayer, G. (2013). Spiritual-
ity and extraordinary experi-
ences: Methodological remarks 
and some empirical findings. 
Journal of Empirical Theology, 
26(2), 188-206.

• [Mishlove, J.] (2013). Fore-
caster in the field: Interview 
with Jeffrey Mishlove, author 
of The Alpha Interface series. 
Foresight: The International 
Journal of Applied Forecasting, 
No. 31, 28.

• Monroe, J.W. (2013). The prob-
lem of the paranormal. Metas-
cience, 22, 193-196.

• Moynihan, R. (2012). Assaulting 
alternative medicine worldwide: 
Worthwhile or witch hunt? 
Campaigns to cleanse univer-
sity courses from complemen-
tary medicine go global. British 
Medical Journal, 344, e1075.

• Nahm, M., & Greyson, B. 
(2013-2014). The death of Anna 
Katharina Ehmer: A case study 
in terminal lucidity. Omega, 68, 
77-87.

• Nartonis, D. (2010). The rise of 
nineteenth-century American 
spiritualism, 1854-1873. Jour-
nal for the Scientific Study of 
Religion, 49, 361-373.

• Neppe, V. M. (2011). Models of 
the out-of-body experience: A 
new multi-etiological phenom-
enological approach. Neuro-
quantology, 9, 72–83.

• Pandit, J. J. (2013). Isolated 
forearm – or isolated brain? 
Interpreting responses during 
anaesthesia – or dysanaesthe-
sia. Anaesthesia, 68, 995-1000.

• Pigliucci, M., & Boudry, M. 
(2013). Prove it! The burden of 
proof game in science vs. pseu-
doscience disputes. Philoso-
phia, 41 [doi: 10.1007/s11406-
013-9500-z].

• Pile, S. (2011). Distant feelings: 
Telepathy and the problem of 
affect transfer over distance. 
Transactions of the Institute of 
British Geographers, 37, 44-59.

• Rabeyron, T., & Evrard, R. 
(2012). Historical and contem-
porary perspectives on oc-
cultism in the Freud–Ferenczi 
correspondence. Recherches en 
psychanalyse/Research in Psy-
choanalysis, No. 13, 98-111.

• Radcliffe, G.E., III. (2008). Ex-
tra-ordinary people: Mystai and 
magoi, magicians and orphics in 
the Derveni Papyrus. Classical 
Philology, 103, 16-19.

• Reijnders, S. (2011). Stalking 
the count: Dracula, fandom and 
tourism. Annals of Tourism Re-
search, 38, 231-248.

• Sheehan, R. (2012). Tourism 
and occultism in New Orleans’s 
Jackson Square: Contentious 
and Cooperative Publics. Tourism 
Geographies: An International 
Journal of Tourism Space, Place 
and Environment, 14, 73-97.

• Shiah, Y.-J-, Yi-Zhen, W., Yueh-
Hua, C., & Shih-Kuang, C. 
(2013). Schizophrenia and the 
paranormal: More psi belief 
and superstition, and less déjà 

vu in medicated schizophrenic 
patients, Comprehensive Psy-
chiatry, 54 [doi: 10.1016/j.
comppsych.2013.11.003].

• Subbotsky, E. (2013). Sensing 
the future: Reversed causal-
ity or a non-standard observer 
effect. The Open Psychology 
Journal, 6, 81-93.

• Terhune, D. B., Cardeña, E., & 
Lindgren, M. (2011). Dissocia-
tive tendencies and individual 
differences in high hypnotic 
suggestibility. Cognitive Neuro-
psychiatry, 16, 113-135.

• Tiemeyer, L.S. (2005). Prophecy 
as a way of cancelling proph-
ecy – The strategic uses of 
foreknowledge. Zeitschrift für 
die alttestamentliche Wissen-
schaft, 117, 329-350 [article in 
English].

• Triantafillou, P., & Afonoso, M. 
(2005). Modern templates of 
happiness: Performing spiri-
tualism and psychotechnics in 
Denmark. History of the Human 
Sciences, 18, 87-109.

• Ustinova, Y. (2013). Modes of 
prophecy, or Modern arguments 
in support of the ancient ap-
proach. Kernos, 26, 25-44.

• Walter, T. (2006). Telling the 
dead man’s tale: Bridging the 
gap between the living and the 
dead. Bereavement Care, 24, 
(1), 22-24.

• Weeks, M., Weeks, K. P., & Dan-
iel, M. R. (2008). The implicit re-
lationship between religious and 
paranormal constructs. Journal 
for the Scientific Study of Reli-
gion, 47, 599-611.

• Zhao, X. (2013). Political uses 
of Wugu sorcery in imperial 
China: A cross-cultural per-
spective. Magic, Ritual, and 
Witchcraft, 8, 132-161.
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at dean@noetic.org. Authors who do 
not have ready access to email should 
contact Dr. Radin prior to submitting 
a paper, either by mail: c/o IONS, 625 
Second St., Suite 200, Petaluma, CA 
94952 USA, or by phone call to Dr. 
Radin’s assistant, Leena Michel at +1-
707-779-8277. 

Preparat ion  of  Submiss ions 
The PA Board of Directors determined 
in 2009 that papers presented at 
the convention will no longer be 
published by the PA. Instead, the 
convention booklet will consist of 
paper abstracts only. The purpose of 
this policy is to encourage publication 
of our material in professional 
journals. However, submitted papers 
will still be peer reviewed and they 
should be submitted using this 
template: http://s3.amazonaws.com/
Proceedings/2014%20Paper%20
Submissions%20Template.docm 

There is no length limitation for 

submitted papers, but they should 
include sufficient information 
for referees to judge the paper’s 
adequacy. The paper must be 
accompanied by an abstract, which 
will be published in the booklet. For 
some submission categories, only an 
abstract is needed. Please use this 
template if you are submitting just an 
abstract: http://s3.amazonaws.com/
Proceedings/2014%20Abstracts%20
Submissions%20Template.docm

Anyone may submit a full 
paper, poster, or research brief 
for consideration by the Program 
Committee. The paper may be on any 
aspect of parapsychology. They may 
also report field work or case studies 
relevant to parapsychology. 

Papers submitted for presentation 
should be accompanied by information 
about any audio-visual aids required. 
If a paper has multiple authors, the 
submitted paper should indicate which 
author will give the presentation. In 

T
he 57th Annual Convention 
of the Parapsychological 
Association (PA) will 
be held from Thursday 

evening, August 14th, through 
Sunday noon, August 17, 2014, at the 
Hilton Hotel in Concord, Callifornia. 
The closest international airports 
are Oakland (OAK) and San Francisco 
(SFO). 

Deadline for the receipt of papers 
submitted for presentation at the 
convention is Wednesday April 30, 
2014. Submissions received after 
this date will be considered only in 
exceptional circumstances. Abstracts 
of accepted submissions other than 
workshops will be included in the 
convention booklet, provided that 
they are received before the deadline. 

All submissions to the 2014 PA 
convention must be submitted 
electronically. They should be emailed, 
as attachments, to the chair of the 
Program Committee, Dr. Dean Radin 

CALL 
FOR 
PAPERS
57th Annual 
Parapsychological 
Association Convention
Hilton Hotel Concord, California, USA
August 14-17, 2014

mailto:dean@noetic.org
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Proceedings/2014%20Paper%20Submissions%20Template.docm
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Proceedings/2014%20Paper%20Submissions%20Template.docm
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Proceedings/2014%20Paper%20Submissions%20Template.docm
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Proceedings/2014%20Abstracts%20Submissions%20Template.docm
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Proceedings/2014%20Abstracts%20Submissions%20Template.docm
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Proceedings/2014%20Abstracts%20Submissions%20Template.docm


35 WWW.PARAPSYCH.ORGMindfield Volume 6 Issue 1

absentia presentations will be allowed 
only in very exceptional circumstances. 
Indicate in a cover letter or email the 
presentation category for your paper. 

Note that the abstracts 
accompanying accepted papers will be 
published in the convention booklet and 
on the PA website in an area accessible 
only to PA members. The first author’s 
email address will be published in 
both places with a notification that 
an electronic copy of the full paper 
can be obtained from the author. 
Those who present such papers at 
the Convention are expected to honor 
such email requests. In recognition 
of the lengthy time interval between 
the original submission and the 
Convention, the article sent in response 
to such requests may be an updated 
or expanded version of the original. 
Abstracts of full papers and posters 
may also be published in the Journal of 
Parapsychology. 

Ful l  papers  should be of sufficient 
depth for a 20-minute presentation 
followed by 10 minutes of discussion. 
The Program Committee will not 
consider proposals for research that 
have not yet been carried out, nor 
will the Committee consider papers 
already published in English prior to 
the Convention. Recent papers that 
have been previously published in 
a language other than English are 
acceptable provided that the paper is 
translated and submitted in English. 
Abstracts accompanying full papers 
must be between 400 and 1200 
words. If the paper is not destined 
for eventual journal publication, it is 
recommended that the abstract be 
longer rather than shorter. 

Posters are papers or other materials 
presented in summary form on poster 
board in a room near the convention 
floor. Poster sessions are appropriate 
for short papers, material that is 
particularly amenable to visual displays 
(e.g., demonstration of equipment or 
techniques), or highly technical papers 
that cannot be communicated effectively 
in a brief lecture format to a general 
scientific audience. Authors who want 
their papers presented in a poster 
session should pay particular attention 
to preparation of visual materials. Copies 
of photographs to be used in the poster 
may be included with the submission. 
Otherwise, the submission requirements 
are the same as for full papers. 

Symposia  consist of formal 
presentations on related topics. 
Proposals for symposia should 
include a summary sheet indicating 
title, chairperson, participants, order 
of presentation, and proposed time 
allotment (up to 90 minutes, including 
discussion periods). Symposia 
submissions must include full papers 
plus abstracts from each of the 
participants, prepared according to 
the instructions presented above. 
Only PA Members may propose a 
symposium, but non-members may 
participate in the symposium. 

Research br iefs  are short papers 
reporting recently completed work or 
research in progress. The brief should 
be adequately summarized within a 
15-minute presentation, including 
time for questions. Abstracts for 
research briefs must be between 400 
and 500 words. 

Panel  d iscuss ions 
and workshops.  Only PA Members 
and Associates may propose a 
panel discussion or workshop. Panel 
discussions are intended to maximize 
spontaneous interactions among 
panelists and between panelists and 
the audience. They should not be used 
to report original data or analyses. 
Panel discussions could range from 
60 to 90 minutes, and the chairperson 
should provide for substantial 
discussion time. Proposals should 
include a summary sheet that lists 
the panel title, chairperson, panelists 
(at least four), order of presentation, 
and time allotments, as well as an 
abstract of up to 500 words from each 
panelist. Submitters are encouraged 
to set up panel discussions in a 
debate format. 

Workshops are informal discussions 
of specific topics. Proposals for 
workshops should include a summary 
sheet listing the title, chairperson, 
other presenting participants, type 
of activity, and a description of the 
intended content not exceeding 500 
words. 

Student Members of the PA partici-
pating in the convention are eligible 
for travel assistance through the 
Robert L. Morris Student Travel Grant 
Program. Additional information and 
application materials are available 
here: http://www.parapsych.org/
section/10/robert_l_morris_student_
travel.aspx
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A Call for an Open,

S
cience thrives when there is an 
open, informed discussion of 
all evidence, and recognition 
that scientific knowledge is 

provisional and subject to revision. 
This attitude is in stark contrast with 
reaching conclusions based solely 
on a previous set of beliefs or on the 
assertions of authority figures. Indeed, 
the search for knowledge wherever it 
may lead inspired a group of notable 
scientists and philosophers to found 
in 1882 the Society for Psychical 
Research in London. Its purpose 
was “to investigate that large body 
of debatable phenomena… without 
prejudice or prepossession of any 
kind, and in the same spirit of exact 
and unimpassioned inquiry which has 
enabled Science to solve so many 
problems.” Some of the areas in 
consciousness they investigated such 
as psychological dissociation, hypnosis, 
and preconscious cognition are now 
well integrated into mainstream 
science. That has not been the case 
with research on phenomena such as 
purported telepathy or precognition, 
which some scientists (a clear minority 
according to the surveys conducted1) 
dismiss a priori as pseudoscience or 
illegitimate. Contrary to the negative 

impression given by some critics, we 
would like to stress the following:

1) Research on parapsychological 
phenomena (psi) is being 
carried out in various accredited 
universities and research 
centers throughout the world by 
academics in different disciplines 
trained in the scientific method 
(e.g., circa 80 Ph.D.s have been 
awarded in psi-related topics 
in the UK in recent years). This 
research has continued for over a 
century despite the taboo against 
investigating the topic, almost 
complete lack of funding, and 
professional and personal attacks2. 
The Parapsychological Association 
has been an affiliate of the AAAS 
since 1969, and more than 20 
Nobel prizewinners and many other 
eminent scientists have supported 
the study of psi or even conducted 
research themselves3.
2) Despite a negative attitude 
by some editors and reviewers, 
results supporting the validity 
of psi phenomena continue to 
be published in peer-reviewed, 
academic journals in relevant 

fields, from psychology to 
neuroscience to physics e.g., 4-7.
3) Increased experimental 
controls have not eliminated or 
even decreased significant support 
for the existence of psi phenomena, 
as suggested by various recent 
meta-analyses 5, 8-16.
4) These meta-analyses and 
other studies17 suggest that data 
supportive of psi phenomena 
cannot reasonably be accounted 
for by chance or by a “file drawer” 
effect. Indeed, contrary to most 
disciplines, parapsychology 
journals have for decades 
encouraged publication of null 
results and of papers critical of 
a psi explanation18-19. A psi trial 
registry has been established to 
improve research practice20. 
5) The effect sizes reported in 
most meta-analyses are relatively 
small and the phenomena cannot 
be produced on demand, but 
this also characterizes various 
phenomena found in other 
disciplines that focus on complex 
human behavior and performance 
such as psychology and 
medicine21-22.

Informed Study of All Aspects of

CONSCIOUSNESS
(a prepub l icat ion vers ion of  Cardeña E  (20 14 )  A  ca l l  for  an open , 

informed study of  a l l  aspects  of  consc iousness .  Front .  Hum.  Neurosc i . 

8 : 17.  do i : 10. 3389/fnhum.20 14 .000 17 )



37 WWW.PARAPSYCH.ORGMindfield Volume 6 Issue 1

6) Although more conclusive 
explanations for psi phenomena 
await further theoretical and 
research development, they do not 
prima facie violate known laws of 
nature given modern theories in 
physics that transcend classical 
restrictions of time and space, 
combined with growing evidence 
for quantum effects in biological 
systems23-24.

With respect to the proposal that 
“exceptional claims require exceptional 
evidence,” the original intention of the 
phrase is typically misunderstood25. 
Even in its inaccurate interpretation 
what counts as an “exceptional claim” 
is far from clear. For instance, many 
phenomena now accepted in science 
such as the existence of meteorites, 
the germ theory of disease, or, 
more recently, adult neurogenesis, 
were originally considered so 
exceptional that evidence for their 
existence was ignored or dismissed 
by contemporaneous scientists. It is 
also far from clear what would count 
as “exceptional evidence” or who 
would set that threshold. Dismissing 
empirical observations a priori, 
based solely on biases or theoretical 
assumptions, underlies a distrust of 
the ability of the scientific process to 
discuss and evaluate evidence on its 
own merits. The undersigned differ in 
the extent to which we are convinced 
that the case for psi phenomena has 
already been made, but not in our 
view of science as a non-dogmatic, 
open, critical but respectful process 
that requires thorough consideration 
of all evidence as well as skepticism 
towards both the assumptions we 
already hold and those that challenge 
them.

Daryl Bem, Professor Emeritus of Psy-
chology, Cornell University, USA

Etzel Cardeña, Thorsen Professor of Psy-
chology, Lund University, Sweden

Bernard Carr, Professor in Mathematics 
and Astronomy, University of London, UK

C. Robert Cloninger, Renard Professor 
of Psychiatry, Genetics, & Psychology, 
Washington University in St. Louis, USA

Robert G. Jahn, Past Dean of Engineering, 
Princeton University, USA

Brian Josephson, Emeritus Professor 
of Physics, University of Cambridge, UK 
(Nobel prizewinner in physics, 1973)

Menas C. Kafatos, Fletcher Jones En-
dowed Professor of Computational Phys-
ics, Chapman University, USA

Irving Kirsch, Professor of Psychology, 
University of Plymouth, Lecturer in Medi-
cine, Harvard Medical School, USA, UK

Mark Leary, Professor of Psychology and 
Neuroscience, Duke University, USA

Dean Radin, Chief Scientist, Institute of 
Noetic Sciences, Adjunct Faculty in Psy-
chology, Sonoma State University, USA

Robert Rosenthal, Distinguished Profes-
sor, University of California, Riverside, 
Edgar Pierce Professor Emeritus, Harvard 
University, USA

Lothar Schäfer, Distinguished Professor 
Emeritus of Physical Chemistry, University 
of Arkansas, USA

Raymond Tallis, Emeritus Professor of 
Geriatric Medicine, University of Manches-
ter, UK

Charles T. Tart, Professor in Psychology 
Emeritus, University of California, Davis, 
USA

Simon Thorpe, Director of Research CNRS 
(Brain and Cognition), University of Tou-
louse, France

Patrizio Tressoldi, Researcher in 
Psychology, Università degli Studi di 
Padova, Italy

Jessica Utts, Professor and Chair of Sta-
tistics, University of California, Irvine, USA

Max Velmans, Professor Emeritus in 
Psychology, Goldsmiths, University of 
London, UK

Caroline Watt, Senior Lecturer in Psychol-

ogy, Edinburgh University, UK

Phil Zimbardo, Professor in Psychology 
Emeritus, Stanford University, USA

And…

P. Baseilhac, Researcher in Theoretical 
Physics, University of Tours, France

Eberhard Bauer, Dept. Head, Institute of 
Border Areas of Psychology and Mental 
Hygiene, Freiburg, Germany

Julie Beischel, Adjunct Professor, Say-
brook University, USA

Hans Bengtsson, Professor of Psychology, 
Lund University, Sweden

Michael Bloch, Associate Professor of 
Psychology, University of San Francisco, 
USA

Stephen Braude, Professor of Philosophy 
Emeritus, University of Maryland Balti-
more County, USA

Richard Broughton, Senior Lecturer, 
School of Social Sciences, University of 
Northampton, UK

Antonio Capafons, Professor in Psychol-
ogy, University of Valencia, Spain

James C. Carpenter, Adjunct Professor of 
Psychiatry, University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill, USA

Allan Leslie Combs, Doshi Professor of 
Consciousness Studies, California Insti-
tute of Integral Studies, USA

Deborah Delanoy, Emeritus Profes-
sor of Psychology, University of 
Northampton, UK

Arnaud Delorme, Professor of Neurosci-
ence, Paul Sabatier University, France

Vilfredo De Pascalis, Professor of General 
Psychology, “La Sapienza” University of 
Rome, Italy

Kurt Dressler, Professor in Molecular 
Spectroscopy Emeritus, Eidg. Techn. 
Hochschule Zürich, Switzerland 

Hoyt Edge, Hugh H. and Jeannette G. 
McKean Professor of Philosophy, Rollins 
College, USA

Suitbert Ertel, Emeritus Professor of Psy-
chology, University of Göttingen, Germany

Franco Fabbro, Professor in Child Neuropsy-
chiatry, University of Udine, Italy
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Enrico Facco, Professor of Anesthe-
sia and Intensive Care, University of 
Padua, Italy

Wolfgang Fach, Researcher, Institute of 
Border Areas of Psychology and Mental 
Hygiene, Freiburg, Germany 

Harris L. Friedman, Former Research Pro-
fessor of Psychology, University of Florida, 
USA 

Alan Gauld, Former Reader in Psychology, 
University of Nottingham, UK

Antoon Geels, Professor in the Psychol-
ogy of Religion Emeritus, Lund University, 
Sweden

Bruce Greyson, Carlson Professor of 
Psychiatry and Neurobehavioral Sciences, 
University of Virginia, Charlottesville, USA

Erlendur Haraldsson, Professor Emeri-
tus of Psychology, University of Iceland, 
Iceland

Richard Conn Henry, Academy Profes-
sor (Physics and Astronomy), The Johns 
Hopkins University, USA

David J. Hufford, University Professor 
Emeritus, Penn State College of Medicine, 
USA

Oscar Iborra, Researcher, Department 
of Experimental Psychology, Granada 
University, Spain

Harvey Irwin, former Associate Professor, 
University of New England, Australia

Erick Janssen, Adjunct Professor, Depart-
ment of Psychology, Indiana University, 
USA

Graham Jamieson, Lecturer in Human 
Neuropsychology, University of New Eng-
land, Australia

Erick Janssen, Adjunct Professor, Depart-
ment of Psychology, Indiana University, 
USA

Per Johnsson, Head, Department of Psy-
chology, Lund University, Sweden

Edward F. Kelly, Research Professor in the 
Department of Psychiatry and Neurobe-
havioral Sciences, University of Virginia, 
Charlottesville, USA

Emily Williams Kelly, Research Assistant 
Professor in the Department of Psychiatry 

and Neurobehavioral Sciences, University 
of Virginia, Charlottesville, USA

Hideyuki Kokubo, Researcher, Institute 
for Informatics of Consciousness, Meiji 
University, Japan

Jeffrey J. Kripal, J. Newton Rayzor Pro-
fessor of Religious Studies, Rice Univer-
sity, USA 

Stanley Krippner, Professor of Psychology 
and Integrated Inquiry, Saybrook Univer-
sity, USA

David Luke, Senior Lecturer, Department 
of Psychology and Counselling, University 
of Greenwich, UK

Fatima Regina Machado, Researcher, 
Universidade de São Paulo, Brasil

Markus Maier, Professor in Psychology, 
University of Munich, Germany

Gerhard Mayer, Researcher, Institute of 
Border Areas of Psychology and Mental 
Hygiene, Freiburg, Germany 

Antonia Mills, Professor First Nations 
Studies, University of Northern British 
Columbia, Canada

Garret Moddel, Professor in Electrical, 
Computer, & Energy Engineering, Univer-
sity of Colorado, Boulder, USA

Alexander Moreira-Almeida, Professor in 
Psychiatry, Universidade Federal de Juiz 
de Fora, Brasil

Andrew Moskowitz, Professor in Psychol-
ogy and Behavioral Sciences, Aarhus 
University, Denmark

Julia Mossbridge, Fellow in Psychology, 
Northwestern University, USA

Judi Neal, Professor Emeritus of Manage-
ment, University of New Haven, USA

Roger Nelson, Retired Research Staff, 
Princeton University, USA

Fotini Pallikari, Professor of Physics, 
University of Athens, Greece

Alejandro Parra, Researcher in Psychol-
ogy, Universidad Abierta Interamericana, 
Argentina

José Miguel Pérez Navarro, Lecturer in 
Education, International University of La 
Rioja, Spain

Gerald H. Pollack, Professor in Bioen-
gineering. University of Washington, 
Seattle, USA

John Poynton, Professor Emeritus in Biology, 
University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa

David Presti, Senior Lecturer, Neurobiol-
ogy and Cognitive Science, University of 
California, Berkeley, USA

Thomas Rabeyron, Lecturer in Clinical 
Psychology, Nantes University, France 

Inmaculada Ramos Lerate, Researcher in 
Physics, Alba Synchrotron Light Source, 
Barcelona, Spain.

Chris Roe, Professor of Psychology, Uni-
versity of Northampton, UK

Stefan Schmidt, Professor, Europa Univer-
sität Viadrina, Germany

Gary E. Schwartz, Professor of Psychol-
ogy, Medicine, Neurology, Psychiatry, and 
Surgery, University of Arizona, USA 

Daniel P. Sheehan, Professor of Physics, 
University of San Diego, USA

Simon Sherwood, Senior Lecturer in Psy-
chology, University of Greenwich, UK

Christine Simmonds-Moore, Assistant 
Professor of Psychology, University of 
West Georgia, USA

Mário Simões, Professor in Psychiatry. 
University of Lisbon, Portugal

Huston Smith, Prof. of Philosophy Emeri-
tus, Syracuse University, USA

Jerry Solfvin, Associate Professor in Indic 
Studies, University of Massachusetts, 
Dartmouth, USA

Lance Storm, Visiting Research Fellow, 
University of Adelaide, Australia

Jeffrey Allan Sugar, Assistant Professor 
of Clinical Psychiatry, University of South-
ern California, Los Angeles, USA

Neil Theise, Professor of Pathology and 
Medicine, The Icahn School of Medicine at 
Mount Sinai, USA

Jim Tucker, Bonner-Lowry Associate Pro-
fessor of Psychiatry and Neurobehavioral 
Sciences, University of Virginia, USA

Yulia Ustinova, Associate Professor in 
History, Ben-Gurion University of the 
Negev, Israel
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Walter von Lucadou, Senior Lecturer at 
the Furtwangen Technical University, 
Germany

Maurits van den Noort, Senior Researcher, 
Free University of Brussels, Belgium

David Vernon, Senior Lecturer in Psycholo-
gy, Canterbury Christ Church University, UK

Harald Walach, Professor, Europa Univer-
sität Viadrina, Germany

Helmut Wautischer, Senior Lecturer in 
Philosophy, Sonoma State University, USA

Donald West, Emeritus Professor of Clinical 
Criminology, University of Cambridge, UK

N.C. Wickramasinghe, Professor in Astro-
biology, Cardiff University, UK

Fred Alan Wolf, formerly Professor in 
physics at San Diego State University, 
the Universities of Paris, London, and the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Robin Wooffitt, Professor of Sociology, 
University of York, UK

Wellington Zangari, Professor in Psychol-
ogy, University of Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Aldo Zucco, Professor, Dipartimento 
di Psicologia Generale, Università di 
Padova, Italy
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